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Thwr little compositions were form- 
ed at a time when tke purchase of 
thie many valuable books we epjby , 
for Children was not convenient -to 
the Authoress. Her Children were 
anxious for information,: she there- 
fore endeavoured to gratify their 
wishes by simplifying, and reducing 
to the capacities of Children of six 
and seveii years old, many inter- 
esting rdations, extracted from the 
works of our most intelligent Tra- 
vellers, To a numerous young 
family they^ have afforded enters 
tainmenti and led to observation. 
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RAiaONAL INftUIfilES. ,^ ^ 



One ^y a gentleinpia dia€d with 
!|lr. and Mrs. . Johnson, who kad 
lately ret^r^ed from America. 

JFrederic and Jjucy were much 
amused with |:he accounts this gen^ 
tlaman gave pf several f»*oductiQn$ 
and fuoamals he had-seep in Amei icaw 
He toU&od wiu<?h abouit beaver^r; 
hut, 86 FiTig^eric a^^ hii» sister were 
quite tiA»C(|jiiai@fted with thk curiops 
tioiniab they couid hot dearly 
understand all 1^^ heard ; and 
ivre^ent^ly after, the conversation 
chwguigt ittiey left the rppm and 

B 



went into the garden. — ''Brother," 
«aid liucy,- as they walked along, 
'' mamma has often told us that 
America is one of the four quarters 
of the world* I wonder she has 
never shewed us whereaboutjj it is 
on the map: I should like vastly 
to know more about a plslce which 
produces such wonderful things as 
papa's visitor talked about to-day. 
— ^'^ Indeed,'' replied Frederic,-** I 
should like to know niiore about 
them a^ much as you ; and I think, 
if we see mamma not busy this 
evening, we had better ask her to 
tell us about them. You know she 
desired us always to ask her to ex- 
plain what we could not understand. 
But, Lucy, I think we might go 
land look at the m^p ourselves: 
mamma bung it in the back parlour 
on purpose that we may Iook at it 
whenever we have a mind."-—'* Oh ! 



I had forgot that/' cried Lucy, turn-' 
ing immediately rpund towards the 
house. They had not looked at the 
map three mmutes before they found 
out America,— it forming so large 
a part of the world, and being isepa- 
rated from Europe, Asia, and Africa, 
by immense seas. They also ob- 
served that America itself was di- 
vided into two parts, North America 
and South America; and they saw 
that the West Indies (from whence 
they knew sugar, coffee, and many 
other things came,) were very near 
America. 

As their papa ai^d mamma were ^ 
still engaged with their visitor, Fre- 
deric and Lucy amused themselves 
with tracing, on the map, the coarse 
of some of the largest rivers. They 
recollected their ^papa and mamma 
telling them that the highest rnpun^ 
tains, the largest rivers, and the 
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most eickensive forests, in the world, 
were all in Americai. While they 
were thus employed, little William 
<^ame running^ in, to b^- bis brothef 
would go into the yard and tekch 
him to spin a new top, which his 
papa had given him* Frederic, 
who was always kind and obliging 
. to his brother, instantly left the map 
to go with him ; and Lucy, seeing 
that WHliam's whip wanted a new 
string, went up stairs to seek on6 
in the nursery. This kindness made 
William quite happy ; and, while 
he and Frederic were spinning the 
top, Lucy went into the garden to 
gather some fresh flowers to dmss 
the bough-pots.- 

In the evening, their mamtna, be- 
ing quite at liberty, readily complied 
with Frederic and Lucy's reqo^t, 
and read to them the following ac^ 
6ount of the beaver. 







THE BEAVER. 



This animal inhabits North Ame- 
rica, Europe, and Asia; was <Mice 
common in Britain, particularly in 
Wales, where there , are pools or 
lakes which still retain, in the Welsh 
language, the name of Beaver-pooL 
But it is in the large uncultivated 
countries of North America that 
beavers are found in the greatest 
perfection and number: these re- 
gions being thinly peopled, they. 
are more secure from the attacks of 
men; and there, only, they build 
those extraordinary dwellings which 
are the wonder and admiration of 
SbQI beholders. In the middle of 
summer the beavers assemble, two, 
or three^hundred in number on the 
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banks of some watjer : if the water 
be stilly as in a lake^ they have no 
trouble but that of building their 
habitations ; but ia a river, M^here the 
water rises and falls with the tide, 
they, with incredible labour, con- 
struct a bank, by which artifice to 
form a pond, which will always re- 
main at the same height. This bank 
is often from 80 to 1(X) feet in length, 
and generally made in shallow wa- 
ters. To form it, they cut down 
large trees, by gnawing them with 
their fore-teeth, which are very 
shg^rp, and admirably adapted foB* 
such service. They next clear off 
' all the branchei^ in the same man^ 
ner, and then convey the trunks to 
the water: the branches thev cut 
and dress mto stakes, drag them into 
the water, and there place them 
perpendicularly in holes, previously 
-^repared in the mud at tfte bottom 



of fbe liver, l>y anotiber party of 
these itidostrions animals. While 
pkdng the stakes, ■- other beavefs 
bring qtKmfities of- earthy ami throw 
in between the piles to fiil up the 
interstices; and thus a broad dike 
et causeiray is niade<. Upon this 
are buik their hooses or cabins^ 
sometitnes Gonsisting of two.or three 
storiei^, and roofed ia a circular 
fotm, like the arched handle of a 
basket. They are built with amaz- 
ing sdtidil^^ and impenetrable to 
wind or fain : the partidcxis ace 
plastered ThCfa a kind of sfeooco^ node 
of clay dild 6ty gtass, whieh is laid 
on. very neditly; thft anntial umng 
his tall^, as ^ Mai^on does his tvowd^ 
to smooth his vfetk. perfectly. The 
floors are kept beautsfoiljr dean, and 
covered t^th bfanches of hen or 
tifigs c^ fiff ^hich' stem to ^eri^e 
atf carpetd: thes^ osthiliis ase made 
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Hght and airy by holes iaDSwerioff 
as windows: these wiodows Are suf* 
ficiently raised Jto prevent, them be- 
ing closed up \*itb ice, which, in 
the ^climate the beaver inh9t>its, 
is often two or three feet thick. 
Wtien danger approaches, they ac- 
quaint one another by striking their 
tails on the surface of the water, 
making a noise loud enough to be 
heard through all their habitations. 
The tail of the beaver is a foot 
long, an inch thick, and five or six 
inches broad, covered with scales, 
And a skin perfectly similar to those 
of large fish. . For their provisions 
during the winter they lay ud large 
quairiities of woodsuid bark:, but 
occasionally reium to the woods 
ibr fresh bark and tender branches. 
Their store of wood is not carelessly 
heaped together, but regularly piled 
like the deak in a timl>er-yard ; the 
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l^ikf^pmost, whiicb they draw out firt*. 
Testing Mji vratcr, tbiey prefenriog it «o 
ate€|)ed. Thus they live until .spmig 
induces them to retiam to the coiiii- 
tryfr but/^v«3i theni they frcquerttlv 
revisit their habifiatiocis, exsmh^ 
their state, and, if in the kast injured 
by any accident, repair it with the 
nicest skill and diliffento. Thev 
0gam take to this ledeas wint^ 
approaches, and, if not molested by 
the hunters, will continue thus mov- 
ing to and ftom the i same place 
several seasons. 

' The, biiQters altack the beayer in 
,winter^ when the for is most valuable, 
from its increased thickness: thty 
either catch thenk in trap6> or 
shoot them while at wcrk* Many 
thousand skins are yearly sent from 
North America to England for our 
hat manufactories ; but we also re- 
ceive a considerable number fronn 
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Hiissia. From the beaver we like* 
wise obtain an oily substance called! 
ca$tor^ which is used in medicine as 
HBUi antidote to, poison. 

There are two otlier^eciAi of 
beavers^ one called the terrier <bea- 
ver, whichr prefers living solitarily ; 
and, instead of constructing cabins, 
forms only holes in the banks of 
river? for its dwelling. The other 
is the beaver of Chili, in South Ame* 
rica, which inhabits the deepest 
parts of the lakes and rivers of Chili, 
and feeds principally on fish ; and, 
like the common beaver^ is covered 
with two sorts of hair, one short, 
the other lon^. This hair is wrought 
' into a kind of doth as sofl as velvet, 
as well as manufactured for hats. 
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Massing TIME >GREEABLY. 

; Mrs. Johnson fr^quentjy spent: 
part of thftiiQe summer afternoons 
m the garden, thinl||ng it not only 
much plgasanter in the open, air, 
but a)sO; much better, both for her 
own health and the health of her 
children. The garden was not large, 
and Mrs. Johnson preferred having, 
(he chief part of it laid out in grass 
and gravel, that the children might 
epjoy in it active diversions. Ad-, 
^[oiniiig the wall and hedges, which 
separated it from other people's pro- 
perty, were the flower-beds, which 
Frederic arid his sister were so fond 
of adorning. The little arbour at 
(he highest end of the garden had 
a pretty circular, chair, and a table 
iji front, which v^as useful on many 
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happy occasions ; for, as this garden, 
was too small to produce fruit, 
fruit was rather a rarity to the chil- 
dren; and, when their kind mamma 
treated them with anyi or their 
friends, who had large gardens, sent 
them presents, this was the happy 
place of enjoyment : here the pleas- 
ing refreshment was set on the little' 
table; and, while the dieprftil party 
were partaking the treat, then* 
mamma* often added to its enjoy- 
ment, hy relating some agreeable 
tale, t^r reading some entertaining 
story. ' \ 

it happened on one of these de- 
lightful afternoons, whep they were 
regaling on some nice fruit, milk^ 
and biscuits, Lucy's enjoyment was 
suddenly interrupted bya smart ^paia 
in her tooth, occasioned by a stone 
in lihe ftznt, ^which she did not ob- 
iierve. Though the pain presently 



(She 1VBS dM^ged to sit stiQ, 
jauQIt ^^^'mg to l3Qst^ tb€ firuit ag^, 

iWd her matmua tbougU it not a 
little itwd fl^ li^otikl thus be de^ 
^i^vicd j^ J»f r 4^we ^ the tj*eat : she 
sMQthi{]^ly ewkaf^ouned Ito dvvart 
l»fr 4aiLi§^ter'B attenlicn^ b$r rewU 
iDg a ijtil^ ejfbmH. «he Ji^ad made 
t^ day bcfofe 6tom <a book she 
^Dd been aseading, Jiid^ingit^ovAd 
4i(t ^ eawe ti«[ie pr^va both ^an 
Bgpe^ble m^ instnv^tiv^ le^scoi; 
The ohildren thanked her earnestly c 

:*^ il:feejl fee yo^ veiy inuch» my 
id09r iCbsti^* I know fhe tooth>- 
Ai^e to he a Df>o$t tormenting com«- 
f^iMtr said £«i ^fiectionate mother 
Ao her litfcle isqn, wJk> s«t by the fire 
Mfferiogjgi^at pain iioai a decayed 
^Qoth^ ^^iwidh^ ;(Qg>nit)niied.wejO 
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X could get any thing: ^ i*elfevfe 
you, I know nothing will effec** 
tually remove the pain but drawl- 
ing the tooth, and to-day the den* 
tist is from home, — ^W'hat can I do 
to anniuse you? You cannot play 
at any game, because motion hurto 
you, and I must not talk to you, 
for you cQuld not reply or ask me 
a question without suffering ad- 
ditional pain; but I think I can 
please you by giving you a bookf 
which will amuse you, while at the 
same time you cian sit quite still 
by the fire." 

The lady went to her book-case^ 
and took down a volume of Captain 
dook's Voyages. Charles smiled 
with delight when he saw his 
mamma hand him a book he had 
long wished to read, and, though 
it was painful to him to speak, nt 
thanked her affectionately for such. 



kind atteation^ aad . eagerlv began 
to explore the contente. Ilie en- 
tertaining and instructive aqcounts 
<of this enterprisii^ voyager, whose 
HQute Charles had often traced on 
the i^ap^ so much delighted hibi, 
and engaged his thojught^ that hp 
scarcely felt the paiq in his tooth, 
which yet obligeThim sometimes, 
to lay aside his book, to hold in his 
mouth a niedicine his mamma had 
giv^n him, in hopes of its aford- 
ing temporary ease. Bed-time, ap- 
proached, and Charles could scarce- 
ly believe it was so late. His kind 
mamma had provided him some 
gruel, and he went to bed at his 
usual hour. The pain continuing, 
prevented him inimediatdy sleep- 
ing. He had now no book, and all 
was darkness, but he found amuse- 
ment frond thinking upon what he 
had lead^i until, overpowered by 
'■ ' ^ ^- ' C2 ■ ■ ■ 



df ow9in€SS> he m^^ ii^ a sooflM) 
sleep. In thte mwMfyg 1ms p€i^ 
went to his bed*si<}e to enqiswe how 
fire #d, ^Adf fouiidf bi^ with a fked 
meich swelled, bufe M^thotft any 
pain. Instead of dwelKng on what 
he had suffered, Charl» began e!*y 
patiating: on tfee pleastrre he had 
demed from last Bight's reading. 

«' Yo» find then, nay * dear boy, 
ftie value of being eariy taught to 
read: had you been^ without tltiA 
resource, your grierafnce would have 
been greatly aggravated by the 
tediousness of hours lengthened by 
psrin, which, you were without the 
power of alleviating ; yon ako find, 
irom experience, the value of sytn* 
pathy! had yoor manmia not feR 
for your suffering, she would not 
have been so anxious to relieve 
you. Renaettiber, my dear boy- 
true benevdence tjoftsist* itr com- 
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passionating others, and in studying 
now to mak^ our compassion use-^ 
\ ful. For this there are niany ways, 
besides giving money : the demands 
for oar sympathy are much more 
frequent than those on our purse; 
and it is always in our power to feel 
for the unfortunate, though not al- 
ways to bestow pecuniary aid/' 

Charles felt the full force of what 
his father said : and, when he kissed 
his mamma, joined gratitude to 
affection, and determined to do all 
in his power to alleviate the dis- 
tresses of his fellow creatures. 
Charles* tooth was taken out in the 
afternoon : he submitted to the ope- 
ration very patiently, for he knew, 
if he did not, he would fc^e always 
subject to returns of pain whenever 
he got cold. 
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CONV^RSAtlOTSf. 

.When Mrs. Johnson had con«- 
eluded reading, 8he explained tohepr 
children the meaning of such wof^ 
as they did not quite ccnaQpreb^i^d ; 
but Lucy said^ she still could not s€|^ 
how children had it in their power 
to assist in relieying the distresses of 
their fellow cre^u^es. "My de4i> 
(rephed her a:iamnia,) children whQ 
have the happiness ol* being 0arly 
instructed in what benevoience coa«- 
sistSi noay find many way ^ of puf>- 
ting it in pra^etke: for in$t£^nC€^ 
they will always be ready to cjk) 
any. little acts of kindness to th^ 
servan^^f)f their father's faintly » ao4 
perhaps assist their oldefr^ irjends ifi 
making the lighter articles of ^ress^ 
for the poor. . .1 have seen «,»e 
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little giris more h^py while makiiTg 
oapH tor a poor woman^ whose sight 
Was so weak she could dot see to 
sew^ than if they had been working 
for their dolls. ' I also knew a littte 
girl whose kindness of heart led her 
to pstrt with any eatable she was 
fond of to those who stood in need; 
I remember once taking her to 
walk on a very c6ld day : we werrf 
detained long past her usual diriner-^ 
boor/ and, thinking she must be 
hungry, I bought her some bis-i 
cuits, and wished her to eat them 
all, but this she declined,-*-! dare 
saty, with the intention of sharing 
them, on her return, with her bro-^ 
titers and sisters. It was markets 
day, and the streets we bsud to 
pass were- so crowded, I was obliged 
to let g6 her hand, that 'we might 
get^io^iy through the peojole. I 
observed near U»» a very poiMr old 
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mah^ who hield out his hat for cUa^ 
Tity ; when my little companion, on 
thinking I did not notice, slipped 
aside, and dropped the remaining 
biscuits into his hat! I determined 
she should have the whole merit of 
the action, and therefore took no 
notice of it till some time after, 
when I found she never named it. 
I told her I highly approved such 
conduct; but the approbation of her 
own conscience would be a much 
higher satisfaction than my com- 
mendation. 

'* There is yet another way in 
which children, may shew their 
benevolence. When their clothes 
are too much worn, or are become 
too little for their wear, how ac-^ 
ceptable may they be to poor chil- 
dren, who are very destitute of 
clothing. Now a good child: will 
consider this, and not carelessly 
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d6stiK>y o](^ dothi»g» because it is^ 
ne loogei? to be worn by tbem^ 
selves: they maty pkgr as actively 
as kheyfAjoase, and> should they ac-* 
o)deltitl|y teaF or dirty their thiags^t 
I w0uld make all due allowance; 
bat wanton mischief hurts me ex-. 
deedingly. I once reproved a iittle. 
gill for pulling an old straw-bonnet 
to shredsj because she was no l<mger 
to wear it: she never coi;^ider€K) 
how many poor children would be 
thankful fo receive it. Another, girl, 
whose stt^-gown was very ffood> 
oniy she had grown from it, I saw 
carr^i&g h^lf bricks, which not onl^ 
dirtied, but by their weight tore it 
in front, ' Oh> never mind, (cried 
sh4^,) I am tp have a new one on at 
dinKwr^ I am never to wear this, 
ai^y more, I dp not care w;hat be- 
q^mes of itT Now,, a^ ?i contrast 
t^ these thoughtless children, who 
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had never been property instrui^ted, 
I krtiew a large family, who were 
taught to recollect how useful cast-off 
clothes wo)uld be to the poor. Ob- 
jects were pointed out, and they 
were always allowed to give their 
clothes themselves ; and, although 
extremely lively, I have observed' 
this pleasure operate as a stimulus 
for keeping their clothes from abuse. 
They were also taught to save every 
i^lip of cloth they made, and, though 
far from being restrained from 
making shreds^ when working for 
their dolls, they readily followed 
their mamma s example in gath^- 
ing up the shreds and putting them 
into a large basket, which. stood al« 
ways ready to receive them. The 
contents of this basket was most 
gratefully received by an old wor 
man, who was past work : she soM 
the rags for two-penoe a pound toi' 
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people who collect them for making 
.paper. Thus the. simple shreds be- 
tvne useful two* ways.'* 



CEYLON, 



Mr. Selby's visits were renewed 
in a few days : and, as all liis friends, 
both yoiing and old, delighted to 
hear tne relation of his adventures, 
he one evening ^tertained them 
with an accoimt offche |)iearl-fishery 
in the Island of Ceylon : — " When 
1 quitted (said he,) the continent of 
India, 1 proceeded immediately to 
the Island of Ceylon. As we ap- 

. proached the shores,^ our noses were 
disgusted by a most disagreeable 
smell, for which we could not ac- 
count, as the country on the island 

.presents to the eye a most beautiful 
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-mit trees ^xiteiid itt ever^ directiqttii : 
the refreshing ^g^em d ike fields 
was the more pleasing to me, who 
had for some time past been fatigued 
by the glare o/t1»p/white sand which 
edges the coast of the continent. 
The beauty of the rural scewery, 
however, soon^ gave place to a very 
<Jiffereiit prosper. asNve rounded i 
point of the island and made for the 
bay of Condatchy. — Itwas liieiseason 
of the Pearl'fisking; and the shore 
was crowded bv hundreds of human 
beings of every Indian tribe, and 
with Enropeans of different couo-* 
tries. Tents and . huts were erected 
on tlie sand, with a booth before 
each, at which pearl-dealers weje 
busily employed buyjn^, selling, 
weighing, numbering, drilling, and 
dressing the pearls. As I was eager 
to acquahitjnjrsdf with the manner 
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of obtoming the pearls, I spent some 
time; after we landed, in noticing 
all the proceedings. 

^^ I wad tdd that the oysters that 
prodwce the peaii' Keen several banks 
of sand about this celebrated bay. 
The manner of diving for them is 
highly carious :•— The boats are large 
ettough to contam twenty men ; ten 
xif whom TOW, the other ten are 
divers, ' who go into the sea five ait 
ia time: when tfhey come op, the 
other five take their turn, llite 
divers tie large stones to iJiemselves 
to quicken their descent : with one 
iiand the person who is going down 
grasps the rope that supports him> 
-and, with his toes, holds a bag of 
fiet-work, in which to put the oys- 
ters. When he is at the bottom 
HDf the water, he hangs the bag to 
his neck, aiid begins to fill it as 
<liuckJy te possible; then giving the 
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rope a pull/, bis companions in the 
boat draw him up, and th^ other 
divers -in the niean time descends 
By t)3U$ alternately descending and 
ascending, they soon obtain a boat* 
load of oysters, 

" The occupation of diving (^hich 
means descending into the water,) 
is, in sc^ne resects, highly dange*- 
rous. The longest time the most ex- 
pert diver can remain un()er vpater h 
six raiautes: the ^ usual time is tWQ 
minutes; the sus^nsion of the breath 
ibr a longer time frequently causing 
tiie blood to gush from the nost:ril8. 
But the greatest; danger arises from 
the sharks, which frequent these seas, 
and whose bite is so dreadful, it is 
no wonder they are the terror of 
the people. Whilst I was looking 
on, a poor diver was drawn up ta 
the boat in a shocking state: one 
ot these voracious animals had caught 
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his leg, and at . one bite carried it 
off' ! This event struck such terror 
into the men, that the, day's diViqg 
was immediately ended." 

The children shuddered with hor- 
ror and surj^rise, and, with all the 
eagerness ot curiosity and humanity, 
expressed their pity, and at the same 
.time their desire of being further 
infor^ned about such a dreadful 
creature. Their manima told them, 
that, according to her former agree- 
ment^ she would explain every thing 
to them more fully when Mrl Selby 
had concluded his narrative. Mr. 
Selby, pleased' with observing their 
desire for knowledge, told them, he 
would himself, next day, give them 
some account of- the wonderful pro- 
ductions of Ceylon, which is an 
island celebrated for its luxuriance 
both in animal and vegetable pro*, 
ductions. Pleased with this kind 
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att^tiea to tb^ir wishes, the childrea 
were almost, cla^morpys with, their 
thanks; ; and little Wilhaoit placed 
himself on Mr. Selhy's knee, aa iher 
most C€invtoient situation for.watchr 
ing^ every turn of his counteinaiiee. 
"WelV' said Mr. Selby, «.we 
have got the oystersi but we have/ 
not yet got the pearls. Perhaps/' 
Qontimjed he,i (ts^cin^ hold of Mrs.. 
Johnson's hand,) " you neVer. thought 
these V pretty oFnaQdents on your 
mamma's ring were produced by anu 
oyster, and obtained with such labour 
aud ha^fd of life l" " It is," ob- 
served Mra. Johiwon, 'f this difficulty 
in obtaaniDg them, that adds to their 
value ; were we only to jtKige by 
appe£»rance, the neckkice you see 
me sometimes wear, which isniade 
of a composition to imitate real 
pearl, wopld altc^tber answer as 
^ell for oroament." — " Oh, mam- 
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mk," exdaimed Lucy, ^* I shall 
long now to hear all about silver, 
and gold, and diamonds, and those 
pretty red stones you showed nie 
one day on your bracelet*^clasps ; 
for I suppose their history will ail 
be as entertaining as the pearts/' 
f' Indeed, you are right, my dear; 
when we examine the productions 
of Nature!, We are rewlBtrded ibr the 
search by the mostTational pleasure : 
depend upoto it, Lucy, in teaching 
you to read, 1 bestow upon you a 
most Taluabie gift ; and, when you 
are well acquainted with your own 
language, aod^begin to learn others, 
the sources of enjoyment will ]n« 
crease by opening to you more 
extehsive^ subjects of inquiry and 
inibrmatiQn.^^But we interrupt our 
frieiid;'' ^ 

M When the boats are full of 
oysters^'" continued Mr. Selby, *' the 
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oysters are placed io jpits, du^ Jfor 
the jmrpose, about half a 37^11^1 dtoep, 
lined with ihats^ to prevent any c£ 
tl% peark beiQ|i^ lost : there the oys-^ 
ters renwuQ until the animat sub«» 
stance entirely decmysy and the Bbell 
becomes dry and easy to open» 
without hazard of* ir^uring tiie pearh 
Itis this state of decay that occasions 
the intolerable stench that annoyed 
us so ifiud!!^ as we afiproaehed the 
island. The merchants are ^ery . 
liable to lose some of the pearls, hf 
the thievishness of the people em«* 
ployed in the boats, who narrowlj 
watch the oysters, and, if they see 
one g^e, will prevent it closing 
ite shell by slipping in a bit of wood 
or tuft ot grass, mdil they find a 
convenient opportunity 0f e:&tnioting 
the pearl. To prevent such dift- 
bonest practices, greats caf6 and 
attention iff requfared on the p*t of 
the merchant. 
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" While I stood contemplating 
this busy scen^^ I could not help 
pitying tnese poor people, who, know- 
ing nothing of true religion, submit 
themselves to strange fanatical per- 
isons, who are tfa^ priests, and 
who pretend to have their preserva^ 
tion much i^n their power. If one 
of these priests can be prevailed 
upOD to i«maiH ki their bolt during 
the fishing, the drrers think they 
will be perfectly safe from the attacks 
of shaiics, or any other danger. 
Thc,*>arl8,whenco«ipl€te!y dressed, 
are white and very beatitiml, and 
m«ich esteemed in Europe ; but in 
India they prefet the yeHow pearls, 
whi(^ are fbutid on the Afabiaft 

f* I tki«k I have ncM told you aH 
you ^an at present i}ndersK:and about 
tliesedearly-botfgfet'omaraente; and 
to-morrow I wiH give yba a further 
account of the Island of Ceylon." 
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SHARKS. 

. " Now for the shark ! mamma ; 
you know yoq promised to give us: 
an account of those dreadful fishes^" 
f* I will, indeed, my dejir, with plear 
sure (replied Mrs. Johnson). Sharks 
are truly mc^t formidable enemies 
to mankind, and would be more so, 
did not the element in which they 
live render their mec^ting rar^ anil 
acqidentah Ther^ are several ^)ecies 
or kinds of sharks, some ar^ barm* 
less, and found tp frequent the neigh- 
bourhood of our own shores, on the 
west coast : they are known l^y the 
name of Basking Sharks, from theii 
habit of lying on the sur&oe of the 
water, seemingly to enjoy tl^e Wfurm 
6un-shine. They are very lively and 
tame, and will allow thep^lves to 
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be stroked; but the more dreadfiil 
kinds, ivhich aire commc^ id tbe 
^reat sete^ afe erxtremely fierce^ and 
so fond of human fksh, that it m 
said they vn^l &wim near the edg^ 
of the water if they perceive a per-» 
son walking on. the shore* Tho 
largest of tte ^bark tribe are pron 
liigious creaturea^ with throats so 
wide, they can swallow a tnan? 
whole: frdm this it is conjectur^ed^ 
the fish that swallowed Jonah w^s m^ 
ther a diark tlian a whale ; as a whale 
has a very ismali throat, although 
£fo enormously large a creature. 
The mouth of the shark is extremely 
euiious: it is furnished with six 
j'ows of teeth, very sharp and ter4 
rible. These teeth are triangular or 
tbree^sided, and notched like a saw> 
which renders their bite peculiarly 
dfeadful! the teethlieiflat when tim 
mou^ is shutv but ins^tly lisdr 
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when it i« opened. The shark 
strikes violently ^^Hth his tail ; and, 
to avoid the danger incurred by the 
exertion of this power, as soon as a 
shark is caught, the people anxi- 
ously make it their first cbncerii to 
chop off the tail with an axe. We 
hav^e yet another singular species of 
shark, I believe seldom seen, called^ 
the Hammer-head, from its head ex- 
actly resembling that of a hammer, r 
will some day show you the picture 
of one : their eyes are placed at each 
end, as it were, of the hammer, and 
the middle is so sharp that it can cut 
other fish as the shark swims." 

" Mamma," said Liicy, (perceiv- 
ing her mamma was done speaking,) 
^' you said the sharks lived in an 
element that prevented them doing 
nuich mischiet^ because people did 
not often get iii their way. What do 
you mean by an element ? do they not 
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always live in wiater ?*' — ^^ My dear 
child, -growa people, when talking 
to children, often make use of terms, 
or words, whidi children do not 
Icnow the meaning of, and I highly 
ci^mmend your always asking an 
explanation of me. We are every 
wHere aitfrouiided by four articl J, 
which, being necessary to the for- 
mation of every thing else, are 
called elements, or simple sub- 
stances, from which every variety 
in nature is: composed : these four 
are Earth, Fire, Air^ and Water." 

" That is very odd, mamma ; how 
can all t^e things I see be made of 
fire or Water, earth or air ? Why, 
I see no water in this table! Nay, 
now, mamma, you must be jesting : 
I am sure there is neither fire nor 
water, earth nor air, in the books 
lying here !"— " Do not be so hasty 
* in your conclusions, my dear Lucy ; 
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i really dm tot jesting; 'but die 
tlnith is bcxie so, if^oodesfid^ 1 atn not 
9£ ail sui|)rised at your afibDmsh^ 
ment. Recdlleet, tbis tab}e (that is^ 
the wo<id^) was oiic^ « ma^ifioent 
la'ee; xvfaat did this tree abrise tfrom^ 
aiad hs>w ^ms it mmiisbed into 
gmwth? You tiakre seen .aa acorn ? 
Wdl ihee^ did ^ouien^er reflect that 
(his aoom nasglit increase, and he^ 
come ft laarge and sheading tteef 
How ' is this accompiish^ ?" ""^ 
*' Why, certffliffdy, it naust be put 
into the. grouadf/' replied Lucy% 
^^ W^i daao^ hofve is it there oomtsh* 
ed ?**— Luc^ was silecit»^7*^be had 
often admired the size and beauty 
of the bak, £tad she knew some df 
its. uses, fadiit she had ueyer reflected 
Wk the wonder of its growdi: Bhk 
saw neiliher- fire, earm, air, nor 
wfiiter, about it, 
". We wiH then traoe the pro^ 



iffK^iAfitSigrmtk. The ftcpro, be- 
ing pioAt^iin tjje grojMid, is fiinit 
fSIf eljed by tbe moisture of t]ie earths 
iti^ i t pjut:3 &>rth slaQots, w hjch soon 
spring above the grouDd: rain is 
ilften .necc^s^ry to ^supply it with 
.prpp^F jjuuces^r^berQ we have water : 
fiiraripithifix>ni J:he.sun isalsp neces- 
-«wy^-r4bMSfWe«(ld.fire; and, wtth- 
.KTut lair^ St iwouki not thrive at all. 
iN/QW, . do y^m rutot perceive haw the 
:^9dk']te^wBes these fmt^ elements, ^r 
s^t; thing?, to \ farm it ioto^ a treo? 
j«tQd this > tf ee, siay be reduced . en- 
.jbtoelyjoij^tean^ by being bomt to 
y^^'s* But iyon thiiik ^ the books 
v«iFe iPQt } KMmible to. these four ele* 
^]neii^Hir«lU?W6^ will try. Theieaves 
.«i:e|iiaper;i:p9fi^ iSi<nade fnom rags, 
. vags i woe t #nce > .Uoenrcloth ; linen 
is made of flax, and flax is .a plant 
nourished into growth in the sam^ 
manner as the oak. The ink used 
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hi the printing is, by art, obtained 
from vegetable and mineral sub- 
stances; so is the colouring, the 
filding, and the varnish which 
brightens the coven 

All this is highly cmioiis; yet 
this is a slight view of what is won- 
derful w nature. 1 wish you to 
search, to find, and to learn your- 
. self. I may not be permitted to re- 
main always your guide, and other 
people, perhaps, will not have leisure 
or inclination to instruct you. Books 
will afford inexhaustible sources of 
information, and information stu- 
diously obtain^, and modestly 
bix>t]gnt forth,, will aways be likely 
to receive assistance from tibose who 
shew their appreciation of know- 
ledge by the extent of their p^^^n 
learning." 
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' PURTHER ACCOUNT OP qEYLON. 

t 

When Mr. Selby returned* a few 
^ays aftey, he renewed the account 
he had promised to give of Ceylon.; 
^^. Did you ever see a cocoa-nut, 
iny dears?" enquired their friend. 
*' No, never," replied .the cliildren. 
'?' Well then, I must in the first 
place describe to you this valuable 
fruit. You inay remember, I told 
you the groves of cocoa-nut trees 
appeared most beautiful on ap- 
proaching theCeylonese shores, but 
their utility exceeds even their 
beauty: they are serviceable for a 
variety of purposes- The nut is as 
large as your head, William, but 
not of the same shape, being rather 
long, like an egg it is enclosed, 
oi cased over, with a fibrous thread- 
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like substance, which is capable of 
beings woven' into ropes ;r the shell 
of the nut is lined with a white 
kernel, very agreeable, somewhat 
resembling ail almond; beidties tiiis» 
it coritairi^ A large' cap full 6f li 
pleasant^ liquor, Uoihmonfy called^ 
ttie iliilk of the cofco&.nut: this 
<!6oling liquid is peculiarly rtftesh- 
Wg itt a hot climate. Thus kittdly 
has Pr<Jvideilc6 provided ev^ry 
iiouriWy riot 6ttly With the useful' 
but with the agr€S6aSler! ^ 

'[ Wishing to' make the most' 6f 
rhy titne in exploring the produc- 
tions of tfeis wonderful inland, I eu- 
jaged, as an assistaiit; a ybung Af- 
iciui, Whom I chandfed to notice ott 
board a f)'ullch vessel. 'The mati- 
flers and app6ar^(Je of thi^ yoirrig' 
ifain atb-actdd my attention: gttdd- 
hUriioUf; vivaicity, and* sfen^e elti- 
liveriedhis Wadk led.tures, and rttadfe 
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Modquitehandsome!" ^'Handsome!" 
exdaimed Lucy, '' how can a black 
be h^dsotne ? I never saw a black 
man but once, and I thought him 
excessively n^y; and was almost 
frightened at being near him/' " I 
9xa npt ^t dl\ surprised at that/' re- 
iplied Mr, Selby ; "^people so dif- 
lerent in colour might at first ex- 
cite, in you fear and astonishment. 
I have witneBsed the same feelings 
produced in a black child, at the 
sight of white men. I remember, 
whilst I was in Africa, a little black 
boy, coming with his mother to th$ 
town where I resided, who had never 
seen any white people: their very 
different appearance terrified him 
exceedingly ; he was in the greatest 
dnead of their touching him, sup- 
posing " white man must he bad 
spirit or devil T So,. you see, niy 
dear, how little foundation we have 
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f6t $ucfa fiidfish fhAU. I fdiAiCt m^ 
bld6k (Wht^ limine ^4s Quney,) 
bdeh dmi^bl^ difid intslligeat, tind 
M^ ^ill ihdr^ MiiteSGiiA id Ms ^ 
tdiir Wh6£i b; related to file t^ ^-' 
6^ordii^a.ty ev6iUJ9 Whtfth had led 
fd his pte^rlkt ^itotttiol^. He' \»i« 
stdfeA frotti his piirentg wheA ve^y 
ybtirig : th6 sitbf^lidfy df hii ta&tsa^ 
m ri^latirig th^ disir^ii^g nc^m xabd 
to £i^ct toe taxjith. On a besaotiful 
iAHf, ttrh^ti he wa^ pMyiftg ^h his 
tiro little 'broth^r^ on the situdB by 
^^ ^a-shore, iherfily in^it^tSng tm 
<ldti66s of ivbiich t!hift*^h6gl^i^ artif «i^ 
feiici^vely Ibhd, tWOfefocio^s-loofc* 
Jng inert rushed fHitH befednfd « rock, 
^fi6sei2^d,alddin^t¥tiyd[)v6fedhiin 
Mth a feaick, i^rhich tofeUy prevtaaft* 
ed hifib ^eeti^g idifat became of hi* 
br6thers> who had e!ice)rted thtiv m^, 
Most sp^A in rfvmniti^, ^e ii^ant 
ihey saw tbe theti di^i^ ^^m f^if 



ctsiceainitgtit: titer \*^^ dkN^ t!h«M 

fiKe he sct^podAlf thUy might mftkci 
Iki^ eM:felp€i : \M^ n^vet, ne^tr^ did 
hit- ht&t aajl- i!Ho^ «f his befoved 
t^fotkxKif ne^^a8^!«a'rie<lld>abdat, 
i«Ai<^wffis two <^tik«>e'da(^ at se^t 
liiHd^ #&c!ift tftey fended) hi^ W^ coh' 
te^ A gr^t dfefance to^ ulMher 
fka iifuSt country, ^Md placed as 
tt iIBA^ (iinfictjig MMt«^ idthefs) Iti a 
ver^ b«rbd>r6u»kin^. There lie un- 
derwent latttFfiiardihlpil. Mhtigth 
the kh!iig;« died i atkl, a^ording^ id 
the er^el ctiift<Nta^ of tltol igtioraitt 
atid saj^age tiAiiffb, the g'reaite^ ^rt 
of the mcMteffth'9 ^^es wete be*- 
headed and buried v^ttl bim. Thud 
tlte^ fiaid drea^u^fy^ibi^Cifken ho- 
nfors to tlieir li^tceiised ttkiBteti 

** The iteait of the slaved were 
giv^ sis ^S^^kms ±o the ^ief ^{»n 
iwitt*^ yif -ftis toto^. Quftcy ^wa$ 
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afiKHig the surviviag number. His 
new master shortly after gave bim 
to a Dutch captain in exchalige for 
a musket, and some gunpowxlepr^ 
He was tolerably, happy on board 
the Dui^ vessel, and made one 
voyage to Surinam ; he did not re- 
main long there, but accompanied 
his master to Ceylon» from wbpio I 
ransomed the boy. When w^ were 
alone, Qpacy oftea amused me with 
recounting what he had, seen . in 
Surinam: I may, perhaps, repeat 
some of these relations to you anor 
ther opportunity ; but now I must 
return to my own adventures. And, 
first, I will tell ypu a laughable W9.y 
of discovering a thief. 
. " When 1 was collecting and ar? 
ranging what I should take on my 
jouraay, I found part of my pro- 
visions stolen. I had no hope of 
iiiicovering what was Jo§t ;\ but loy 



ipMAantq and cKsAxMijp q& the Gey- 
lonese, saic^. ' Top^ maay^ra^^iAe titik 
<^ da way to finA oufc de td£' Bp- 
(ln(tl»b>: he told tbisxie we suap 
thalr I was a^ greatoMgician^ or wiae 
maA> who^ l^ew what wotaid hapi>^ 
pemf abd that I had fonetoM^. if tfaei 
thief did not cDnfeast in a fewt mi^ 
ii«ies> his guilli would be inadrpiili^ 
lid)^ kbowiiv By a^ parpot's feather 
0iew4bg^ &CMfn the> tip qf hisr m)se« 
SaQ^R|f thds^ we grairel'y walked otf 
to^a^litdedistaice, where sometarees 
hid ite firood Yiewy bdt where we could 
wateh tbe isaetidnfrof the sospecOed^ 
Preaa^tly. wec^served one miHi piM) 
bifikfiftgei! on his QMe : ^ Now^ now, 
mastera^ now ia your tiirie/ cried 
Quncy. ImiBediately I hastened 
ibrwari^ eattmg ocit/ 1 saw the %ak^ 
the? beg)Mmig;losprau6l OBwhicb 
tl^ poor Mfeielitiom ^eatiHre feU 
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at my feet, and coDfessed all. Thus, 
by theingenmtyof Quacy, I peace- 
ably recovered my goods, 

" As we travelledinto the country, 
I noticed many curious customs and 
s^pearances: most of the women 
we met would have been handsome, 
^ had not th^ir noses been laid quite 
flat to the face. Expressing my 
surprise at this singular and dis- 
figuring appeafance, I was told that, 
in infancy, they purposely break 
the gristle of the nose, considering 
a flat nose a great beauty! — Ob- 
serve, mv dears, how mankind differ 
in their notions of beauty ! Some 
of the men wore such encwrmous 
gold ear-rings, I wondered how they 
sustained such an unnecessary bur- 
tiien; but I was again told, they 
were prepared for what we would 
think a g^atinconvenience, bylmt^ 
Log pieces of wood passed thrpughi 
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the ear^ in diildhood, and gradually 
enlarged in proportion tp ' their 
growth* . 

" On the road we met one of their 
moodeliers^ or great men, walking, 
--'-an exercise they rarely takis in this 
/Country, where all the rich and gresft 
are usually carried in a sort of bed, 
espied a paliTiqiciji, which is stretdied 
on poles, and supported cm the should 
ders of t^ir attendants. This man 
o/: rank was accompanied by vari^ 
ous inferions,.6coiipied in profsroting 
his ease. To shade him from the 
sun, onebore an umbrella, made of 
the immensely large leaf of the ta- 
lipot tree ; another carried his gold 
box, containing betel, — a jmbstaqoe 
the inhabitants of the Ec^t chew 
«s w6 do tobacco. The box was 
beaotifuHy wrought in fiUigree,— «. 
jkxid of open-work'in metal, which 
;tbeee pec^e'are petuiiai'ly cjbsxter- 



vie 

ousiancl el^ant )m icamiitifig. A 
Mrd atteiidMit rhftd okai^ rof a 
hopkf made of the leaves ^ of rUip 
saoietrQetasthe^jcmibffitlfi. iHaviog 
.QOrpapr, tfaoy.(»ttifti»m)tiie^i(ftat 
fkat slips^ei&otiuida faatftkilQBglh, 
itBd tfi^Ofiaphds in iwsackhfiwbkh 
they »a»dth.aiid^«iii^>«fa « %ae 

itiiwt, iifaey .t^ .'tfaeih lowr iwkh ja 
^inxtiife of idiaraoaliand^ii, i«iii^» 
snkM^^uitor tbetiHwks'awi^dbQ^tiie 
.steed (]ptimU Uideen . and 'Kiiier 
i the^mnrds . ifiMre liable : 5 w vec«L*ef 
tlieftejhayBSjfife itfrnngv ^on jkkdito- 
igetfaer^ GwliAistendd^iii tbifljfafiauls 
rjof ivoty, AigMyi^i aMMBiitfffl . 

'SA%:.prQ8toLtly ailtr^arrived Jitja 
^dnnamon plantatiao, > iwbich / pm* 
i«mted \ a i bcautibl .>«ppeataiMe : . dt 
'fwas^tbeiseiaoiifibf) tekiqg) the ilnek. 



joslbeem^ ^hich <is taken' off twice m 
yeveigr iy^u^ The ]mxk is Miefijliy 
jpid^ed^^kd if p<in: large ^pamels, and 
^eveiy ^pieoe tasted W a p^iwD ap 
IpmfltedfsD to 4lQy ' b^ce it is deli- 
PiM^ed to the xaercbaoit, ^is tast- 
.iilgiis&ota'Very ^pleasauti^ffiea, for 
sthe/ptii^eBicy of the ckinamon: {mto- 
4luces >¥wy painful ^effects on tiae 
sldn ^f ' the . tnoutb ; ^ankl the iasteas 
.are ob^ged ;freq»eatly to chew ra 
piece of bread and hotter todisamish 
jbe-^eet. ^fai^ 1 had vwearied 
TOj^Mlf ^ith axamioing^this 41I911- 
itatioOv J ^^'rtent to he^ ; rafrefihmsiit 
.ata^Wf MMlgipg to one oft the 
^p«i^e rra9p)oy«d. fThere ,h o&iM 

.^icbvanbus . uses^ to ^mob. the t^mlu- 
,able iKJtoa%treeii$i capable^ latf; hemg 
. fkfqplied. Tbe^roQf of the i haat vias 
;QOC|poBednof 4lS)ieayes,)iEi4>ich/ vTttce 
^ai^ttisd hyfthe strojigldiiesidsfishid^ 
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attach the leaves to the tr6e. The 
mistress of the hut brought me 4 
very pleasant liquor to drink, in k. 
cup made of the shell of the cocoa 
nut, which was highly polished, and 
curiously carved, and edged round 
with silver. She also presented me 
wiUi fruit, in a neat little basket 
made of the smallest leaves ; and 
she shewed me her hanging-bed^ 
mats, brooms, and brushes, all made 
of the. same material. 

'* Next day we had to pass through 

a wood;— fbut such a march! I 

shall never forget it ! I had heard 

much of the reptiles of hot coun"- 

tries, but never met with any thing 

equal to the sufferings we endured 

An traversing this wood. We were 

first annoyed with a small sipeci« 

of leech, not bigger than ^ pin, 

but wbidi gives more torment than 

I can describe : it is impossible to 
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guard against its attacks. I expect- 
^ my hoois and gloves would have 
been a sufficient defence ; but, to 
my astonitihment and alarm, when 
I drew them off, I found them filled 
with blood. Our horses were almost 
mad with the pain, and kicked and 
plunged so violently,we were obliged 
to dismount and make the best of our 
' way on foot, which rendered our 
progress so slow that we had time 
enough for observation, especially 
WIS we were obliged to be very cau- 
tious not to approach too hear the 
neasts of t]he Jarge red ants, who 
build in the trees, and whose bite 
iaseverely painful. We had also to 
jEtyoid the sibgular dwellings of the 
white ants, which they form in a 
inost extraordinary manner, in the 
diape of a sugar-loaf, nearly as high 
^18 this room, and of so firm a ^ub- 
tti^Q^, they eaniiot be broken* but 
• f2 
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Iby force.. Formi&ble as; time 'ant^ 
hilk are fisom their ownihltMbittitits^ 
they are; rendered cbuMy so, by 
aflbrdinc!: tshelterto snakes^and scor>* 
^mms, 4®ae bite< is iatet. Sonie^ 
tkmm ^im urere obliged^tb stop aoioag 
the tangtesi of the brush^wood, to 
cut fliraugfar the \m\sm o£ aa eaoi^ 
niQus i^Gies of 9|Md)ef«, whose body 
i& as. ko^eu thatt of a^niouse, and 
itff teg& four inohos in lengeth^ Be^ 
9id^ the euiiodity of these w^ebs; so 
di^G^ent ia testure to the delicate 
producttofi of our small spider, t\kef 
lurther gratified our curiosity by 
preseutii^ several beautifiil* smaU 
bink, whidi they m% perfectly 
formed to ct^teh^— 4}heselittle elegant 
cr^tttures being the psey of th^ 
Geylon spiders. In this wood, I waii 
not a little pleased at having an 
opportunity « seeing ene- of tbose^ 
immense snakes, o# which 1 ht4 
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ofteD read. As they are free from 
ppisoa9> if you are not immediately ia 
their way, they are not dangerous. 
I was examining some very beauti* 
ful flowers, that had caught, my 
a^eution, when I was alarmed by 
a rustling aipong the leaves of the 
more distant bushes, and presently 
I saw the monster, with slow and 
^lemn trail, glide forth . He seemed 
{about twenty-five feet in length, and 
as thick as my body : his whole ap- 
pearance, was grand and beautiful," 
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INVENTIONS, 



The little Johnsons had soma 
visitors one Saturday from a neigh^^ 
bouring boarding-school : they were 
three young ladies some years older 
than Lucy, but not at al] less in^ 



'\ 
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dined to ^i^jojr a dof of yetaKaftiont 
•*-*the vmt, of cowse) was a imrtMl 
treats They watked, they sang, they 
diatneed, they cb»ttdd> and! tatighedFj^ 
tin they were fairly tired, Mrs. 
Joiiflsoa liked to promote tbfeir m^ 
noceiit aFmidei^Aenl : she was ever 
ready to assist m entargiog the en^ 
joymenfcs of ycmth. Tbe ^tFe pafty 
hewd the 9uinmon& to'tiaa with plea^ 
sur*, for they had so wearied thern^ 
s^es^ that sitting stiU and partaking 
an agreeable Fefreshment were new 
delights; but, when tea was over, 
they recollected, with regret, that 
they must soon take leave of their 
kind entertainers. *' We must go 
early," said one of the young ladi^, 
** for we have to look over our les- 
sons before bed-time ; we got thenn 
partly off before we came here ; but, 
*f we do not look at them a^ain, we 
shall not have them ready for Mon- 
day morning/'— '* What are your 
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tefisMiSi m^ dears^'^' asked Mrs, John** 
soD.*«~'^Cm tmJnm i we have various 
tesBons for d^ereat day^ ; the otily^ 
lemm we repeat constaatfy is s^U 
fifig^ and lams9* tired of spelling' f 
•«-«4)ar gMremess says, it is of rreal 
oomequenee, but, for my part, I do 
ttot see the u^e ef fi^fgimg through 
a scwe qS words ei^ry inoriihig^ 
and tiien, Mch Ikth ^€9 tm f We 
kwm Uiem pU quite well,-~if they 
wereleag wordSf ifideed^ thefe iD^bt 
lie some amusement in i^tmn V"" 
^ But does yom governess assigit 
BO reason whv she keeps you so 
fitfiellv to spdfting?"^ i^n asked 
Mrs. lohnsen, — ^""Oh yes, taa^am/^ 
rejoined another of the youBg ladies, 
^* she Uk\s w, y c^mg writers wpe inore 
apt to mis-spell liUle word^ than 
^eat ones ; fer she says, we consider^ 
when w« are going to write a jtong 
^otd, how )t w^ll iook, hut we are 
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inaUned to spell short ones by theiv 
90und« and, indeed, the other day L 
found she was quite right When 
I had to write, from memory, an ac- 
count of a tour to the Lakes, I spelt 
m many little words wrong, 1 had 
it all to write; over again,-«^o I 
think it necessary enough /" " You 
are yery just in your observation," 
said Mrs, Johnson, *' nothing be^- 
trays an ill-edujcated person ipore 
than imperfect spelling ; butj as you 
are great girls, I think you might 
contri:ve to make s€»nething) amus^ 
log: out of what you. copsider, (fry 
tasks. You are jfond of makiisig 
charades, and finding out riddles: 
:would it not be at least ab equal 
amusement for you to, try to form 
the words you have to oommit to 
memory into a little pie(^ of com- 
position ? Something of that kipd 
>vould exercise yoor iQg^Qi^ity, and 



ofi tba WQwfc Qfi jrcwrlflsscwv" Tbftj 
girb wera deMgotad iwtfc the* n*^- 

with a little off Miisi.. Joh»fl»n^$ Wh 
sistance, formed the following little 
pieces out of their dQE tasks. 

lag vk m a<Wvm>aUe9i*> wMn l)m. 

b#|Q«e \yfm aiwfe* ^ hrt.my- fc!«fc. 

aa filt^K €^ Q/flmgim», w^ dtikit^e 

qMUiatk! Could £ bMff^ «/ii(^/^^. 

wEHdd fattve inqniiKNi lAtOt ite ^(^H^f 
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history, but the hurry of. business 
did oppose my inclination ; while 
for a moment my attention Was 
attracted by the orfottr of some wild 
flowers, which the dews of evening 
had sweetly freshened/' 

Secojid Lesson. 

''Ah! my poor orphan^ you do 
not know what is meant by optic 
nerve : it makes part of the eye ; 
but you are too young to compre- 
hend an explanation, yet you Would 
offer an outrage, worse than any 
pagan folly, did you not feel very 
thankful to Him who did oidain the 
blessing of sight. Only think what 
a wonderful organ the eye is ! Al- 
though it appears so small an orbits 
it may be called a packet of mosft 
fitie and curious materials. Are you 
pot astonished when you reft^t now 
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large a faindscape you can view at 
one glance ? Th? beautiful green qf 
nature refreshes the eyes— brilliant 
objects oppress them. Some painters 
esteem an oval eye a gre^t beauty. 
Fiae paintings are most valuably 
ornaments to a nobleman's palace.**: 

Third Lesson. 
. . - - • ^ 

^* So you think the life of a savage 

a romance : I assure you it is not a 
fiction. In the wilds of America^ 
their mode of living excites no more 
astonishment than is felt here at the 
rustic manners of our robust coun- 
trymen, who are bred in rural sim- 
pticity and ignorance. I was once 
acquaiated with aa American sur 
vagCj (as you would call him,) and 
a very amiable character he was : 
he knew not what riot or scandal 
meant^ nor ever uttered a sarcasm 



6n '«HV<<)f his 'sabk edttl^lEUkidnsj 
^he M% ttied'to f^l tbem ib^^the 

ffyfM^md his dress '(t«re'eqtNlifyj^S)r- 

■flight cbv^lA^ th!«otWi iigHtly TO>ttfr 
his- gkmid&s, ti6t'iniuk 4f'i&kXfr 
'satin, but of the. s&in of the leopard, 
and a sandahweude of the thicker skin 
of another animal, v His subsistence 
'^^mst'^i^y dbea^hed ' ff ofis 'KMltts and 
Vtfg^tSWfe^,^fich'8fai6urstf^. ^nie 
^f ife^-hiVbs^Ye'h^ Aiirrc<i^toJtl*e 
•^6&i ; for fttth ^the '\^ 'Jtole»eftfi 
'fetts^toftie'tatition df a'Beltjr. 

iVb/^,— These little piece? were really hin 
off after tea, with the hppe of exciting in- 
•giSiitf Jtjrind 'attentJdn td^Hiat'isf'db^lr^ 
necessary.: iaiplttehtiiiiucy al^ivv^d^give^fisir 
-hints to ^s&bt thepiizzled. pV^U 
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. Mil. SEtBY IN CONTINUATION. 

>. ■ / 

journey, I^^ras^d^li^bted'wtien We 
4r0?f lieir the^bttDk df ^aib^olitiful 
ny^r, xnhkh I temiediately tii^ty- 
:|)(]Bed ><9aBdn^ on ht»i<^db^k'; tbtit 
thisttey gfoide iHgUy dtMi^f<(»ir^, 
tttoiin^ (me theiilvei^ ita^l»s>^Ma£fd 
!were mueh 'infected by oellipBSdts, 
<(anmsMGUlei<idpc»ik!90fci«fc<l^le/4<fti<$^ 
littatck Isiinvincible ;ysii^,ma6i^t)6sf- 

sdbinitted' tior<hka(Hieie,'«uid^ tHe> tfe- 
,titled <sn iis'bdTiks ftM?iisometi)iie>'t*e- 
joicihi^tro badf <^ieapeld<ifti<e<toftoerits 
4^fithe%d€ids. >Pl-OM^ly<#e^«i$pii(Bd 
.a%reat «PowH«dfapelBl)^^,4ttld had 
toon ^iieftscA < 4k> vcbin^Mnttate ^Ur^ 

water; for, on a nearer approach, we 

G 



found the crowd collected round the 
cafgase of an immense alligator, 
wMse body they were about to 
|n ; and, horrible to relate, within 
p^as jfbundithe t^ad and arras of 
wblack man, half digested ! 
p /' Shocked; at this painfiil <tidco^ 
:vfiry, I was about, to ride off as ^t 
'as ieQu|d; but, recollecting I mig^t 
never again isee such ap extraor*- 
dinary creature, I returned to make 
observations. : The alligator was 
twetity feet in length : its skin wa$ 
so hard aqd knotty, a miisket-ball 
bad niadQ, no impiassioa on it The 
people werie endeavouring to lift the 
alligator upon a sort ot^ carriage^, 
(made by fastening two carts toge- 
ther,] which they had hastily formed^ 
for conveying it to Columbo, the, 
chief town in Ceylon; where it 
would he presented, as a curiosityj^ 
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to the governor, ^ho would have its 
skin stuffed, and, probably, trans- 
ported to England. To the cart 
were harnessed eight strong bul- 
locks ; which, with difficulty, moved 
this enormous creature, 

" We rode on in silence, — ^a si- 
lence resulting from reflecting on 
the various and extraordinary works 
of creation; and, perhaps, I was 
the more influenced to thought, by 
the notion the people of this coun- 
try entertain of Ceylon being the 
first residence of Adam, after his 
dismission from paradise. This no- 
tion is merely founded on their own 
obscure traditions; ye^, the multi- 
tude of various animals I had seen 
since my arrival on the island, for- 
cibly recalled ta memory the fine 
description given by our poet Mil- 
tort, of the beatuty, statelinessi and 



*^ Abput them friskf ng pl^^^ed" 

AU beas^ of the earthy since wild, and of aTF 

cJmAy 
In wood or wilderness, fQi;e«t.(M; d^^^;. 
Sppirtiu^ the lion ramp'd, and in his p^\f 
Oandledthekid ; bears, tigers, ounces, ^ards,^ 
Qifmibo)ldi be&re tbem^ th' uaweildjE ele-^ 

To mafce them mirth, qsed all I^is iQJlglit. 

and wraath'd 
His litbQ proboscis ; close, the serpent, sly> 
Ii)4iBj4%tipg, w^rp yfiib, Gpt^^Jjiap.lifinQ 
His hwjifA tr^D, »nd of I^b fyx»l ^iwl< 
Gave fHTOof unhee^i^d/' 

MSUonftVinetf 3AlOandS4i5» 



^ re^lieilQft:. it is, ve«y 4i|$Gul| oC 
aifppss, 9194 the «a^W«Jl! Q^tecJp* <>l^ 

cr^ised by the di^^ the Candians 
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bave to boidiDg any intercourse 
l^ith Europeans ; nor is this to be. 
wondered at, fiar Eluropeans have 
brought on themselves this dis-« 
esteem, by not acting with truth 
towards these original possessors of 
the country. 

. *' At the foot of the mountains 
we stopt for re&esbment, and there 
proposed passing the night As 
evening advanced, a sudden, darkr 
ness covered every object^ and a 
most tremendous storm of thunder 
and Ughtning came on, accom* 
pani^d with torrents of rain* The 
thunder, .redoubled by the echoes 
of the mountains, was most awfully' 
terrific; biit my own alarm was 
suspended at beboldmg the^ agoniz^ 
iiig distress of the neighbouring in« 
i^abitants: all had recourse to: iur 
cantatipns, talismans, : and every 
stbsurdity tliat ft^r ai]^ superi^titioa 

g3 
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eoiiU s»^s^; for dkMe ui»haifi^5ii 
peopfe imagpne the: dvea^fut storms^ 
aa ine^uaflrfi hece, iue. produced by 
e¥Jl spiritSi whoie malignity, ana 
ipow6r they helieve ijjabQUiided^ 
Wilii Uus oqnstaiit cbresd upcui tbeb 
minds, they are never happy. We 
nay hope, that the blessed light of 
Christianity will, at sraae future 
p»iod, dispel the dai^n^ss of thesQ 
ibediil and degrading eupers^iticMfis^ 
When we consider the inischiefii 

« 

they produce, ougl^ vre not to thank 
God Ibr the benefit we have so long 
di^yed of superior knowledge, an4 
msh it eactended to alt our brethren 
i^n earth ^' 

** I have been thinkin^,'^ said 
Fredeanc, wtiefi Sif r: 8elby pau^; 
^ tint it mmt be ^ pleasant thiii^ 
to tvavd and see so many eurio-r 
sfitios; but the aooount Mr. Selfby 
gives, m9kts4m thsik ^giiiVi iti&QSt 
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t»^, (H^ disai", it is sp/' replied his 
friend ; ^^ but thea it is the quality 
of true courage to overcome fear. 
Tf^eye are very many hardships ^\^ 
4i|ficqlties to vs^hich the traveller 
is exposed, that demands more true 
eoumge of mind than, perhaps, ever 
was possessed by watriors, whos^ 
^le^s in bs^tle have gained theni 
the applause of the multitude, and, 
in history, the title of hero. H^ 
whq lead^ his army to the fight, 
knows all eyes are upon him, dnSl 
i£ he conquers, all will be re|]^id by 
what ti^ world calls glory. But 
he who silently traverses the earth, 
mth the noble design of dispensing 
knowledge, extendmg discoveries; 
and adding to general information 
and comfort, cannot be too highly 
esteemed. Such men ' were Cook, 
^rufipv Led(yard, Mungo Barked 
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and . many more L could mention, 
and, above all, our never-to-be-»for- 
gotten Howardi — 

^* Who, as an angel all serene, went forth 
To still the raging tempest of the north.'* 
* ■ Bowles^ 

*^ Oh, how I long to read all 
about these good travellers," cried* 
Lucy. " Will you, maaln^a, let i» 
have their books P'W" Witjtithe 
greatest pleasure, my de^r, but we 
will wait till you learn geography, 
and then we shall, witbgreater adr 
vantage, join the works of these 
travellers, when we are tracing on 
the globe the countri^ they deT 
scribe ; and now, my dears, reflect 
on the inestimable prvijege we^en? 
joy in the art of printing, which 
pUcea all these extraordinary rela- 
tions within our reach." — *f But, be-r 
fore {weopk fwnd out h^V to print. 
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how. didi tj^. ^iT^-r'f TJhey wero 
tofcttged: Ik? copy ip Mfrilia^ which 
w% e^eedingly. tedioy& aid qotade 
i^doh wcil;ings/very scarcae; besides. 
Sift th^e w^iie na bo^g^ few, peopda 
CQwid read: therefore it is, no won* 
der ewn those of raqk ATere so 
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CONCLUSIOJI. 



Om vfiW mt^S Sun<ilfty, 9? ihe 
cl^^^ h?!d cqWs, tb^y di4 npt g^ 
ok{\; «uipl, tow^rfis eyewng, thiey) 
b?<?ftme li8t\e^, and wiisbed to;; bea- 
tiiwe. IM^Ds. Jq^PPPB, ob^i!yiqg thpir 
-virQ^iine^ TYfis a^xi9u§ to divert it 
Ipy cy^wipg t)i?ii( nttentbn to objwtei 

<?C ^efljBction, « twy, ipy d^w," 
Si|i4 she, " have you ^v^m conpidepedi 
^hflt extf^oi?5^aary bhpw is, te-5 
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quired to furnish this simple roofiri ?" 
'^ No, mamma; you bought ^ all the 
things in the shops, did you not? 
•r-I should not think that mudh 
trouble, for I am sure the shops are 
very pretty : I like to look at all the 
pretty things much."—" And so do 
1, my dear; it is very entertaining ' 
to examine every ingenious per- 
formance ; but that is not all I 
mean. I wish to call your attention 
to the productions of nature, altered 
by art in so many various ways, 
that we hardly can trace their ori- 
ginal. I suppose you know the car- 
pet is made of the wool of 'the 
sheep ?" — " To be sure, mamma." 
*f But, then, think on the art of the 
dyer, the discovery of the colouring 
materials, and the knowledge of 
mixing these so as to be clear and 
lasting; besides the ingenuity dis- 
played in weaving the carpet into 
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such a b^utifui pattern." — " Ohj 
I never thought. erf that. Where, 
mamma, do they get the dying 
things?'* — "I cannot tell you all, 
at present, my dear ; I only wish to 
shew you how many things are 
daily within our notice which we 
neglect to observe : these chairs, for 
instance, of what are they made ?'' — 
".Of mahogany/' — " And where 
does mahogany grow ? We bring it 
from, an immense distance, — ^from 
Honduras, on the eastern side of 
JNorth America. Look at that large' 
table, and consider what a noble tree 
it must have, been ; what labour to 
fell such hard wood; over what 
immense seas it has been transport- 
ed; and what dexterity is displayed 
in our own country, in cuttings 
forniing, and polishing furniture.- — 
Then, here are the fire-irons : who> 
that was ignorant, would ever §up- 
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pOsb, 'so 'beHQtiftjlly 'bright sis tfefi^ 
arfe, ^hey t^^re dbtaitie^ fi^to A 
dirty "stotii^-Iik^ StlbstafK^e, dU^ titit 
of dcHip^its."— " Wfcrfe they, indeed, 
iriamriia? Arid WiSTs'this pretty fel- 
low wife 6f the 'feiider, falso found 
inthfe jiits?"— « Yte,'iriy <Mr, bdt 
hot -in^ its "pre^ht st^fe. You %rio'^ 
itis'cfellled bi^s.'iand br^ i&'f6rm(id 
. by tinltihg tw6 difiereifit tttetsUs to^- 
ihier ; ail ftifetals af^fouiid ittthfe^artl*; 
tiSUialiy, very diej). The irmn6t of 
ivorkiriig ftfiinfe, ^rifying =rtiiii^rals 
by 'fire, jdrid ihen fofftiitt^ arid ap- 
plying thdha to "^ill 'their various 
Uigs, ^til be k m6st delightful 
dttiUteihettt to you- hereafter. 

" Whlit 'U pleiS^ihg effect is j^ 
Atic^d fiy these ielfen pfairited %hite 
ddorei'ttife white paint is mftdfe 6f 
metat— that ^iii^ diill-Iodking in^tal 
of which ^(K>uts are thade/«ind th^ 
church is <i6¥er6d ¥ith. 'By'fepe- 
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culiar process, it is converted into a 
white powder, used for white paiot: 
this white powder raay also he 
changed, by extreme heat, intp a 
most brilliant red/' — *' Well, this is 
very curious," exclaimed Lucy, '* I 
wish, mamma, we could see the^ 
things; how very entertaining it 
would be/'— "You shall, my mar, 
enjoy the benefit soon; and I will 
also take you to a gktss-hou^, 
where you will see a few dirty com- 
inon-looking substance^ <:)[iahged, 
by violent heat, into glass ; one of 
the' most useful of all inventions. 
Glass, with a slight metallic coatf- 
ing on one side, Ibrms these beauk 
tilul mirrors, or looking-glasses; sjo 
called, because, when we look at 

• • • 

them, we. see our own image re- 
flected : this is, perhaps^ one. of its 
least valuable uses* Glass supplies^ 
many other elegancies, such as 6r- 

' " H 
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'6f ^'fr^t^s it^uei, wiolis con- 
'triv«rites Wr K6Idittg Kglits, and 
1>^S((ififiil A-ifiking-vesselis, at oncei 
tUdn ktid elegant. Its most valu- 
'afele tises are in its magnifying 
"jiioweris. Which' assist the sight of the 
aged, as you see daily; in the use df 
sj^dtadles. You have also seen a 
•mt^^roiccme,' which discovers to yoti 
•Ihe smdtefet ^arts of an insect or a 
"floiver; in slmrt, every thing that fs 
•loo delicate for the eye to find with- 
^6ut this fexcdleiit assistance. Tele- 
•8c6pcs, in like nishjner, (only havini 
-fer^er ahd «i6re pbwerfor glasses^^ 
Tihew distiitit objects very distinctly, 
^Whidh is of great consequence at 
^ai^ «ihd enables us to observe the 
-t<t)rtders of the stars, Lastly, this 
elegant clear substance at once 
"feeeps out the. tJ6Id and $tbr'ms of 
winter, and iiltews tts to "^lijoy all 
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the varieties of prospect ip ^ve^y, 
season, not only in our hpui^i^ )>ut 19^ 
our carriages. But when, by; rec|d- 
ia^^ y6u find how poor aii'q the suj^- 
^titutes for glass ia countries vvhere 
. tjie art of making it is not; knowp» 
you will be more sensible of its. 
value/' 

^Here the servant interrupted 
Mrs. Johnson, by informing her that 
tea was ready, and Mr. Johnson 
waitipg. " Oh dear,'" exclaimed 
Lucy, '* I did not think it was so 
Jate/'— "'An hour ago, my. dear, 
you wished for bed-time." — " Well, 
marhnnia, but then I was tired /'r-^ 
^^ And why, my dear, are you hob 
still tired,— shall I tell you ? because 
your mind has been employed: 
either 6Ur minds or our bodiei^ most 
be actively emj[Jlpyed, or we cannot 
bb bappy . I am^ always sorry when 
1 b^ar people exclaim they haver 

h2 
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nothing to do, or nothing new to 
read: the industrioas will always 
find work ; and the love of know- 
ledge, employment for the mind. 
Ever remember, my dears, that the 
sources of knowledge are inex- 
haustibfe." 
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THiE HAPPY FAMILY. 



THE TEA-S^feUB. 

ft 

' . • * • 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnson; had three 
children, Frederic, Lucy, and Wil-* 
liam. Frederic and Lucy could 
read a little, but not without tbdlr 
papa or mamma overlooking and 
uiatructing them : William was a 
Tery little fellow, and could only 
read very litde words ; but be liked 
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M0(ach to listen, when his papa an4 
m^miiia were explaining to his 
brother and sister what they coul4 
jQot understand, in the books they 
read> or the plants and animals they 
saw : he took a great deal of pains 
to learn ; and used every day to say 
he hoped soon to be ajbli^ to re^q 
such great books as papa and mam- 
ma readi that be might knpw as 
many useful and pleasant stoHes as 
they did. Mr. and Mrs. Johnsoii 
had great {)leasure in telling their 
children all that they knew them- 
selves ; because Frederic and Lucy 
took ^eat care to remember what 
ttey were told ; and when they saw 
stny lions, tigers, or any other un- 
4;ommon animal, or any. purious 
plants, would endeavour to recollect 
oU th^y had been told about them. 

pne morning, when Mrs. Jotiiison 
iWSP. goi^g t» iwake fea for breakfest; 

h3 
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she accidefitaUy let the tea-chest slip 

from her hand, and a great quantity 

of the tea: was scattered upon the 

table-cloth: all the children were 

standing round the table^ breakfasting 

' on bread and milk ; they eagerly 

offered to assist their mamma iri 

gathering up the scattered tea, and 

returning it to the tea-chest :-^wliile 

s6 doing, Lucy observed, how very 

diflfereiiit tea in the tea-chest appeared 

from the leaves which wef'e spread 

out by the hot water in the tea-pot ; 

and she requested her mamma would 

be so good as to inform her, how the 

tea w as made tq look so dry ;— *' for 

I think, mamma," said she, "you 

have told me, that tea comes ffotn 

a shfub; and, if it is the leaves of a 

shrub, how is it made to look so dry 

and^wistied ?*' " I will tell you,' my 

dear," replied her mother: '''The 

leaves of the tea-shrub are, when 
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first gattered, (that is> picked off the 
shrub,) put into. large flat iron pans^ ^ 
and heated over a fire, until they 
become quite hot: they ar« thea 
thrown out upon mats.; and people, 
who stand resHdy for the employment; 
roll the hot leaves betw^n die palms 
of their bands/ until they become 
quitedry.and curled, ais you see them; 
•— " Mamma," i?aid Frederic, '^ do 
tea^hrubs: grow in England ? I 
never saw .one in, all the gardens I" 
ever was in !'*; . " No„ my dear, tea 
doei$ not grow in England : it grows 
in China and Japan, countries very 
distant from ours ; and it is broug^ 
to us in ships. The gathering tea*- 
leav^ forms a great part of the em- 
plbyment of the poor p6of^e of these 
couiltries; for tne leaves are taken 
from the shrubs ^four times in the 
year.; and these; leaves must iiot be 
hastily pulkd off the tree, bat 
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plucked off one by one, witli mDeh 
care : children learn to do tbi^;! and 
had you been born in China or Ja- 
pan^ instead of England, you, pro-* 
bablv^ would all: have been little 
tfea*picker&. The children smiled 
at thi^ idea, and little WilliaiB asked 
what kiiul . of . leaf a tea*leaf was? 
M When the le^ives are allowed to 
grow a long time,. William, they 
Vei^. miich resemble the leaves of l 
cherry-tree; but,i iwhen they are 
pulled young,, they are more like 
the leaver of the spindle-tree, an 
English shrub, vihkth I will sh^w 
you when we w^Ik in the country, 
^f But, mamma,'' said Lucy, *^I 
^ave seen you; take out di£rereDt tea 
when you wei^e going* to have com- 
pany/! ** Yes, m^ dear^ that tea 
IS iiner tai^d, and ipoi^e expensive 
than what I use dmly^ . The youngs 
the leaves, Ihe finer or n^ore pksk 
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sant the tea ; but, then you know,, 
as there must be a much smaller 
quantity of tea produced from leaves 
not arrived at their full size, so this 
tea is- sold ' at a higher price than 
that which is gathered, when the. 
lieaves are full grown and more 
plentiful. In Japan they use their 
tea differently from our manner. 
Instead of pouring boiling water 
upon it,. in a tea-pot, they grind the 
tea, asiwe do coffee, into an ne pow- 
der, and then mix this powder with 
hot water, until it becomes like a 
thin syrup : this is called thick tea." 
Breakfast being now done, Mrs. 
Johtison told her children she had 
letters to write, and desired them* 
to go into the garden. They obeyed 
ber immediately. 
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THE LAftk'S l^ESt*. 

ft 
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WkE|>j Mrs. Johnson had fioyied 
writbg, she oalled her children to 
walk with tier in. the country : they 
were very glad, for they all delighted 
in gathering wild flowers ; and, whea 
little William was not of the party, 
(for he was too young to take long 
walks without being tired,) Frederic 
and Lucy always brought \i\m a 
large nosegay of wild pinks or roses.* 
The morning was beautiful, the sua 
shone bright, and the sprightly notes 
pf the Jark, as she asceitided high in 
the air, increased the lively gaiety 
of the children. Iq the excess of 
their delight, they houndfed over the 
meadows ; and sometinoes they stop- 
ped to listen to the music of the lark, 
and admire the height of her flight. 
While running across a large field, 
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they isuqdenly stopped on obiserving 
a bWdj whicn they supposed a lark, 
[ ! fiise from the ground, and, presently, 
fly so high as scarcely to be discerped , 
Frederic advised Lucy to tV^ad vfery 
carefully, as it was probiible the lark, 
had a ^nest on the ground : he had 
t^eett a lark's nest, but Lucy had 
not c and, when her brother told her 
that Isirks made their nests on the 
ground, she was greatly surprised ; 
for she had always imagined every 
bird made its rieist either in a tree 
or a hedge. She Stepped 'very^oftly, 
with her body alrfidist flrilible; so 
fearful was she of not' fi tiding the 
nest. Presently she ^feaw aiiother 
bird fly from 4:he ground, jiiiit' at her 
brother's foot, who, q|p,thMt .motnent, 
cried out, *' | have found it, 1 have 
found it! one,-^two,* — three,*^four, 
—beautiful little birds T—Lftcy 
crept forwwd, an4 tiieo^kklelt down. 
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to the nest^ and saw, as F^edkvic had 
counted, four pretty little birds, co- 
vered with yellow down» and stretch- 
ing up their little gaping bills, as 
though they expected Ipod. Just at 
the time they were kneeling at the 
nest, their mamma came up, and 
asked what excited their :4ittention* 
The children shewed her the nest, 
and she immediately joined in their 
admiration of it, and its pretty inha- 
bitants. Frederic proposed ' taking 
the nest home, — and then, said he, 
''Lucy and I can take care of the 
larks,'' and then we shall hear their 
sweet,angingevery day— even, you 
know;, mamma, when it rains, sp 
that we cannot get put." — '* But, 
my dear little boy," replied Mrs. 
Johnson, " you forget, that, while 
you. are endeavourmg to make the 
young birds happy, you ^ould make 
the old on$& very miserable : eyeiii 
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your kindiiess \^ould be very mach 
ipisplaoed ; for you would be doing 
the greatest injury to . these little 
bifds^ by taking them from under 
the care of thtir father and mother, 
yfho, no doubt, were the birds you 
saw rise from the ground ; and wiwi 
most Kkely; are .gone in search of 
food fiar their youhgones ; and think, 
Frederic, what they would suffer 
wh^n they'returned, with tlieir store 
of provisions, and found the nest, they 
had taken so much pains to. forraf,. 
and their 1 ittle ones, all gone ! Think 
wliat your papa and I should feel^ if, 
when we returned from a journe}^ 
we were to find you and your bro- 
ther and. sister taken away ; and> in 
prc^rtion, they would feel as much 
as we should do, — for God has given 
.to all animals strong affections to- 
wards their young." — ** Indeed, 
matnma, I did not think it would ^ 

,1 



\ 



hme been a cruel aetibn* to take 
Ihe larks, or I would not; have a0err 
ed to do so. > I have often, when w^ 
have been ; walking, seen boys seek- 
ing birds' nests ; aiid I did not know 
it ^Avas wrong/W*'. I believe yptr> 
my dear; I know you would not 
intentionally be croel/i-^" No, in- 
deed, mamma, I would not be 
cruel," said Frederic, the tears start- 
ing firoift his eyes.-r— •* As for those 
boys," continued Mrs, Johnson, 
*' whom you ^aw robbing birds' 
nests, perhaps they are more to 
.be pitied for their ignorance than 
blamed for their cruelty; for pro- 
bably nobody told them how crael 
it is to rob birds of their yoong, or 
their eggs. You see you were your*- 
self just going to commit a cruel 
action from want of consideration: 
I am .always, grieved when I see 
children whose friends do not take 
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pftins to tekich them humanity. Biit 
IM)W, my. dears, I tell you what we 
will do* Every fine mormt)g we will 
walk to this fields and you shall bring 
crumbs of bread, and lay themby the 
nest : in time, theKttle birds will learn 
to know you ; probably the parent 
birds will also. You can watch the 
growth of the young ones, and, when 
they^ dre old enough to trust to their 
own 6tren^h, they will leave the 
iiest, and; then you may take it up 
and carfy it home, to examine how 
curiously it is made. Frederic aijd 
iLucy were delighted at this per- 
mission ; and Lucy said, she thought 
she had taken so much notice of the 
young bi^ds, that shenhought she 
could draw a picture of them, when 
she got home. Her mamma vastly 
approved of Lucy *s intention of en- 
deavouring to delineate the birds, 
saying, she was alwaysmuch pleased 
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when her children tried to diaw- 
thmg$ for themselves^ and were nc*, 
like some silly cl»ldren, con$tantl]r 
teasing their friends to draw them 
pictures. 



tSS^SS^ES . 



THE VISITOR. - 

When dinner was ov^r, a»d the 
children *went into the iJUfi^g-room, 
they found, with their pSfcpa.^fid 
mamma^ agentlemwtbey had.nev^ 
seen before. Little William hung 
down hts he$d at the sight of a 
stranger, which made him iQok very 
foolish^ apd Lucy was rathier inclined 
to look badiful; but, iyheilshe saw 
her brother Frederic shaking bandit 
%vith the gentleman, and answering 
bis questions properly,^ like amanl^ 
boy, she followed his good e:!(ample; 
and, when the gentleman desired her 



to come to hhn, she weht directly ; 
^ndf when he denned to knofw if she 
PQilUi read, she spoke; up,, and said^ 
" Yes,, sir, I c&A read a little, biat 
»pt very well:" and tlien he talked 
ft gre^t deal more to her^ because he 
siMi^ she yfis not n silly child ; but, 
if fhe had gone into a comer, or to 
a window, witbput speaking,^ and 
iv^ng down her head, put her fingers 
in her iQPMthy nipped her frock, 
;or wy Qliier Ibolish action silly 
children .are japt :to do, the .gentle- 
man mmid j^ot have taken any 
<l^v;e of hfir, Jjttje William soon 
forgot his c^tffikdei^cei when he found 
h)s broths aqd sister so kindly 
-trei^ed: he climbed up the gentle^- 
,in$n's knee» and held upihid:n;u>uth 
M>,ki^iiiiD. " Thatas\^.ckver feih 
,l0W9^smd» l^od APne/' ^d Mie gen- 
[tJ«fBS(B; "l^rct»Vje you and^I shall 

ltePiV«»y ^poqtd fiieittte^-Trifl find yow 
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aU as gd6d chirldreB as y6a appear 
to be, 1 shall tell you a great many 
lentertainiog stories, about several 
curious things I have seen. The 
children looked with delight at 
each other; then at their papa and 
mamma ; and then with wonder 
arid delight at the stranger, " My 
dears," said their ^pa, " this gen- 
tleman is my particular friend, his 
name is Mr. Selby,— we werte play- 
fellows when we were as young as 
you are.^ The reason you have 
never seen him, is, because he 
has been many years travelling in 
foreign countries ; and, when you 
deserve the favour, I dare say iie 
will oblige you with recounting 
what he b^s seen and heard. Do, 
may dear ^, continue the account 
you were giving us of the voloano 
you visited in- Sicily."—^" Volcano! 
volcano!*' repeated Frecbric and 
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Lucyt with astoqishni^nt ! *'Pray, 
mauam^u what is a volcano ?" *f 4 
Volcano," answered Mrs. Johnson^ 
" is a mountain, with a large open- 
ing at the top, like the opening you 
liaye seen into cpal-pits : this openr 
ing, you njust r^njenfiber^ is called 
.the craier; and out of it i^u^ flaoaes 
and snaoke, for the mountain is on 
iir6 within, and burns with great vio- 
lence. Sometimes great quantities 
of stones are thrown out of the mouth 
of the volcano; and melted stones, 
red-hot, run down the sides of the 
mountain, like streams of water; 
and whatever they touch they de- 
stroy :, these melted stones are called 
lava. You must remember, the 
mouth or. opening of the mountain 
is. called, its crater^ and the melted 
matter tbat riins down its sides, Utva;^ 
because, Mr. Selby will have fre- 
queat oi^casion to mention these 
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flames in giving hi? account^ and, 
if you forget, you will not undier- 
fitand what he is talking about/' 
The children were filled with amaze- 
ment, for they had never heard df 
any thing so womderful as a burning 
mountain. Mr. Selby, perteiving 
• how much their attention was fixed, 
begSLVi to give them a descri{^ion of 
the mountain he had visited. 



MOUNT ETNA. 



** I AGREED with a party of fi^iends^ 
(said Mr. Selby,) to visit the summit 
of this Extraordinary mountain ; but, 
as we were unacquainted wibh the 
roaSs, we were obliged to pffocuse 
a ^guide. Ekna is a mountain of 
^ch an immeitee sise^hat vou>cdui 



ferm no id^a of it from any hill 
you have ^een in this:CQuntry-. Thb 
moAQts^in you mu^ suppose divided 
into three_ cirqles, or, as /they are 
called^ regions : the jfii^t is named 
the . rurai region, biscaui^ it is q 
p^ft$^t ccwjnjtry of com-fieldSf vii*e^ 
j9)^s, and qrobards; the second i% 
csUkd the; woody region^ from the 
m^gnific^irt trees th$Kt ^dorn it ; and 
the third is the barren region^ irom 
it^ being perpetuaHy covered with 
snow;— but, the better to -epahk 
the children to understand the^ 
divisions of the mountain, I will 
draw ap outline of it," added M^r* 
Selby, taking a pencil out of ^ 
pocket. Fr^eric and his sister 
t)oth declared they could now easily 
imagine how the mountain was di* 
vided ;, but they thought it very won^' 
derful that the xegion next the fire 
should be covered with snow. Lucy 



♦ , 



supposed the great heat of th6 flames 
would ^* soon have melted the snow 
all away." " Sometimes, I believe^ 
it does in part/' replied Mr. Selby, 
^' for it has frequently happened 
that torrents of hot water have twski^ 
ed down the mountain ; bdt, I must 
proceed to tell you mv journey^ 
We Soon • passed through the rurali 
and entered the woody, region^ 
where our admiraiioh was call^ 
forth by the immense size of tb^ 
trees, especially sonoe most extras- 
ordinary chesnut-trees,-^— ohe, in par- 
iicular, our guide pointed out, whose 
branches extended so wide^ that it 
is reported a hundred horsemen 
could be sheltered under theip shade I 
Our attention was also attracted 
by the number of beautiful plants, 
whose sweet flov^ers perfumed the 
air. Slowlv we wandered through 
Ipis delight fti I fortet, unwiHtng to 
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qiut the exaiQinsition of its beauttetit 
but the setting sun reininded us w« 
must seek a habitation for the night. 
No human dwelling be^ng nigh, we 
were glad to mak^ our abode in a 
large cave* which our guide told us 
was called th^Qpats' Cave, becaute 
tb^se aaims^s frequented it in4»ad 
weather : 'we had seen sieveral goats 
skipping from point to poiut as we 
pa^ed. We broke off some branches 
of oak to make a fire, and, after 
rubbing very hard two dry pieces 
together, they at length produced 
sparks of fire^ . and v^e, soon had 
a comfortable , blaze* We bad 
brought with us a tea-kettle, tea^ 
sugar, and bread; but in vain we 
looked for water, and were beginr 
ning to fear we should not be able 
to make tea, M'hen we fortunately 
j^spied a large quantity c^ sqdw^ 
heaped up in a corner of theeave; 
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with this we filled ' our tea-ketti<?, 
and rriade a comfortable supper. 
We .then gathered the dfy leates 
of the oaks, (which were strewed 
before our cavje,) to make oiir'bedi 
aind, being all greatly fetigued, m^ 
gladly laid down to rest ; btit 6uf 
Me«p was much interrupted by' the 
terrific noises, that issued from the 
crater of the. burning mountain; 
resemblinsf loud thunder. Next 
morning, we , again nielted snow, 
and made our breakfest as we had 
done our supper. We had risen 
very early, and ^hen we left the 
cavern the sun was not perceptible : 
tiie gloomy shbidfes of the forest, the 
sullen no^se front the mountain, 
(which was riot so loud as At night,) 
ajad the dim view' of the sea at 
a great distance bdow, nmde tfi6 
6ce»e at onc6 awful aind^ ^M\ 
JEvery one's mind wis employed by 
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hkown thoughts, raAeefciog on the 
almighty pow^r iof the Creator ; 
and we prooeeded to:th€j extremity 
of the forest ki silenee; . When vm 
entered the highest regioin, which, I 
hifore toldyour was covered with 
snow, we were desi<*ed by cmi^ guide 
to step with' great ca«d:ioh ; as the 
kndted snow frequently settled in 
poois, whicb^/^wepe difficult to dts*^ 
cofver from the s«ir&ee bf the watei^ 
^B well 8$ : the snow being cxHrered 
with hteck a^hes. The ascent over 
the ' ice :and snow was steep and 
fatigaing, hut .we were not discou- 
raged, and at length arrived at 
an ancient rum, where we rested. 
From the beautiful ^cleaniesa of the 
Qir, we observed the stars, which 
iv^^^ yet shining, and: appeared 
much larger than: they did wheii 
we, wer^ at the fini of ^ the .mootx* 
taki. We went yet a little hi^er« 
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until we felt tile wa^micdtl front' ^ 
crater; but wte; did not/ approach tha 
crater iteelf^ for that i» extrcaiiely 
dmigteroiis, and ^ many tpeople bate 
lost theifr lives by veotdimg toO'^i 
We were fully recomp«5i1sted fiwr tii^ 
labouf of ascending 4;his jbigb mouti^* 
taiii^ by; the exceeding fine prodpe^ 
which the height wb had climbid 
. enabled ' us to view. -' So cnuch were 
xredelighted, wescarisety eonld pre^ 
iirail on oursdlves to leave the en^ 
chanting spot.' We bad ndt dt^ 
scended far> on-onr return, before I 
sufiered greatly from ni5r own heed^ 
lessbesfs ; for, without Considering the 
ibe on which mt were tneading, 1 
thou^tlessly 'tmlnedto speak toone 
of my friends, iny &ot slipped, and 
3 &]\ with 1 great violence : for some 
tbne/liwas iDiAu^ d^oay, from tbe 
foBtrefflie jiisiib^iltt my dnde ? i bat, as . 
it lerfis^l^^ssible to proctJre assistt- 
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ance; I was obliged to rise and limp 
on as well as I could, my friends 
kindly supporting me under each 
arm. At length we arrived at the 
cave where we had slept the night 
before. My friends prepared me a 
bed of leaves, and^ when I had laid 
down on tt, it was duch a relief, I 
thought { had dever lain on a bed 
so delightful. After a comfortable 
cup of tea^' I fell into a sound sleep, 
and, when I awoke> I was. much 
^eftfi^biesd, bat inoaipable of talking ; 
Jpom the swelling' of my aticle ; 
:hd^^vep, our guide soon procured 
^me a horsie, and we safely desfcended 
^through the woody region t6 the 

'bottom of the mountain* I had 
^reat reason to lanient my careless^- 
• ness, for my andtfe becatne so pain- 
itil and gweltedV it pt^vented me 
from-making' any more .excuF$ioni» 
for a long tirtie/* 
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THE SPIDER. 



The pext morniog tbe children 
went with their aiamtna to. visit the 
lark's nest. . Little William made 
pn^ of the pJjrty; ^od highly de- 
lighted was he. to go, .for he. much 
yrished to i^e thein^st/and fill the 
little nestlings* : , , ) 

The children jumped, atid skipped 
and sung, through the iields, until 
Miey c^me to'that in wihich was the 
nest : when they had got within a 
few yards of it,. eaQb was careful to 
tread very s^tly, and not tp m9ke 
the least n<Hs^, lest they should dis- 
turb, and frigbteii the poor little 
birds ; but, notwithstanding all their 
care, the old birds, ever watchful 
for the safety of^^^liifiir young ones. 
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iifrere alarmed, and flew out/ as they 
had' ddrte the day- before. The 
children slowly approached j- and, 
peeping into the nest, saw ail the 
little mnf>ily well, and as brisk as 
toossjble. They strewed the crumbs 
cbey bad brooghti r6und the*est, 
"pleasing themselves with imagining 
bow the parent birds would. rejoice 
to find -so mafcb good food so near 
home ; and then tbey left the nest, 
to pull some beautifol fl6wers> that 
gre>v in the meadow, «,nd which had 
Ijust attracted tbeir notice. 

Every one soon gathered a larjge 
bundle ofwild^Bowfepsifor^tbepe were 
a gi^at mtoy different kinds in this 
^eld,andabo(it^he4iedg>e-side; arid, 
when their mamma^w^they hadgot 
^$uffifeient, she propi^sed going to a 
^g!*een^bank whiMi they ^sawnat a little 
^di^ance, to rest<themselves, and ex- 
amine the beauties of the '^owtirs 

k3 



102 

Ihej! hjad got. Tl^y all were very 
willing to do this, for, witli^ running 
0nd-jiitnpingf they had ciearly tired 
thfeiuselvc^- Wlien they were seat* 
ed, they beg^a to open their noset 
gaya^ sind Lucy ^hewed them some 
Avound-riYCtftji v^hich she said she had 
at first greatly admared fbr its dark 
purple flowers, curiously dotted with 
very small white spot^ ; but she 
founcpit h^d such a di^gree^hle 
smell, that she thought she had 
better throw it away ;- she was just 
going to do 9o,.M'heii she observed 
two of, the leavies wei^ curiously 
folded together; and* on opeiiii^ 
one, she e^claiaiedi " Ob* maiomal 
Oh, Frederic ! look wh^tt a. beautir 
ful, beautifql, spider!" It was,. in- 
deed, an extremely beautiiul inaect, 
having a pink back* ligbtly striped 
with browpv and a yellow belly ; and 
its legs were so finc^ Uiat the whole 
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party wisbed for a i;aicrp8Cope» to- 
enable them the better to disceni 
their delicate forml Lucy saw that^ 
theieaf of the wound- wort had been 
closed by the spider's threads, which 
were joined, tp each side of the leal^. 
aod then drawn together, so as^tK^ 
make the leaf into a three-cornered 
shape: there was a little round baU 
within the drawn-up. leaf, wovea 
!also by the spider; ^nd, when Lucy 
^fbntly opened it with ^ pin, sever^ 
very small balls rolled out : tfc^ese, 
M rs. Johnson informed them« were 
the spider's eggs, which she had thun 
careiuUy enclosed in the bag of her 
own spinning; and that these eggs 
would all| in time, become insects|. 
The beautiful pink spider had, all 
this time, been running about m the 
greatest uneasiness, from one lea|f 
to another; but they observed she 
never attempted ^o enter the oppo- 
site closed leaf*, in which was an- 
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bther pirtk spider, like herself:' all 
the children pitied her distress, and, 
to Relieve it, Lucy laid the piecie of' 
VeoutM-wort upon the stump of d 
tree they were standing near. When 
the\poor spider found herself at li- 
berty, she ^oon began to urtite the 
torn sides of the bag in which her 
eggs had been wrapt: this she ac- 
complished with much dexterity, 
and, when it was completely re* 
^Stored to its former shape; sue be- 
^gan to fasten up the leaf, which §lr^ 
did by spinning a thread from one 
edge of the leaf to the other edge, 
and* then drawing these threads 
tight, until they brought the edgefe 
•of the leaf dose- togeth^r^ over her- 
•self and the bag of eggs. Wh6n 
.the children had fully gratified their 
'fciirioj^ty, ^ Lucy said she would run 
tb'the b^dge-side, and lay the^ piece 
-^of \i^oiind-wort in' it, fhat-fte pretty 
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spiders might enjoy themselves at 
full liberty. F^deric and William^ 
said, they also would like to 
run . to the hedge-side ; and their 
ipao^ma gave them leav^ to go, say- 
ing, she would sit on the bank until 
tbey ca^me back. When they re- 
turned, they agk^ their mapun^i 
many oujsstions, more indeed than 
sbejCOuIdanBWier, but she tpld them, 
\^hen they could read alone, she 
WQuldgive them a book containing 
acqQU^ts of inse<^, froni which they 
might learn a great deal; at the 
saime time, she was perfectly willing 
to tell them alt she knew. ^ Oh» 
;pi^y do, mamma," cri^d Lucy : "I 
nave.oftea.seen black spiders run- 
ning about the wails of the hous^, 
and have seen Betty brushing away 
cobv^ebs, as she called them, which 
she complained the spidei^ were 
never done making ; but I qsed not 
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to liftfld theily. I only thougbt ^J)i- 
Hers were verf ugly creat ul*€s, wit, 
if you tell me any thiftg curious 
tfcbout 'theiDi I will mind them 'when 
1 go honje/*— " Indeed^ my decir^^ 
they are well worth minding; and, 
if y^iu had allowed a spider to nm 
tipon your hand, and had examined 
At narrowly, you would have seef^ 
At was far from ugly ; and the cob- 
webs, ^^hich I suppose Betty thought 
it a trouble to dust rfway so f re- 
qucfritly, ate really very curious 

i *' When the houfse-spidfer begins 
to folrm bier web, she Usually chooseis 
*thecorher either of a room or a 
"steirCase, because site c&n theti Ynore. 
easily fix the thread across from one 
Wall to the olhei* ; and, when she has 
got^ a sufficient number of threads 
Ittid one way^ she begins to cross 
them l4ie otlter w6y, until it is com- 
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pletely wove: when it is d&ne> she 
Ootice^ki bersdf in a sioall hole, oil 
ceU, she had {deviously iqade al 
the corner of th^ negt, There is » 
kind of sfiHd^K, whojcan make a'ceU^^ 
\pith a^ door to it, which she cail 
shut'43r open whenever she pl^ases^ 
fIDd which perfectly secures hfi» 
w^en sae is^ likely to he disturbed 
by any larget^ insect. The spidev 
Weavet^ her web for a trap for ilie^i 
and: very «n}aU insects, which ard 
har feed. When they alight up(M» 
the webj their slender legs are soon 
en<^gled in the. crossed threads^ 
and, wbil^.they are draggling to get 
kiQse, the spider d^rts from her con-^ 
oeahitieuty ending at onqe their suih 
feriags rand exi$tence> and then 
gr^eeailv, devours ;lier. p*ey. Them 
mn0 ;oteer ^^ens, . whidi inhahH 
i«tds( and gp»id^psr 1 4are ^ay yov 
hftte -gtften ftbsflfved the beapty of 
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their webs, (which are quite differ- 
ently formed from the house-spider's,) 
when they are covered early in the 
ftiorning with dew, and sparkle in 
the sun's rays/'— ^^* Yes, indeed, both 
liucy and I," answered Frederic, 
^* have often admired those beau- 
liflil webs, and we have often seen 
long threads hataging from one trei 
to another, at great distances : wer^ 
these also woven by the s|wders?'* 
♦* Yes, my dear: on those long 
lbreads> which the spiders weave, 
they transport themselves from one 
tree to another. "-r-** But, mamma,'^ 
sfaid Lucy, " you said the houses 
spider's threads were crossed over 
one another ; now, I never remem- 
ber seeing any thrieads in one of 
these webs." — ^^ That was, becaud6 
they are so very fine,*' replied hfet 
Khother^ '^ andf spun so dose to e«ek 
other: a spider's thread is cmisider* 
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ably finer tb$ui ; a , hair of you* 
bead; but in. some countries there 
are spiders ofniuch larger si^e tban 
those W hav^ in England ^ whose 
threads are a great deal stronger^ 
A Frencbtnanonc^ undertook to 
.iiianiifaGture, that is, to prepare and 
spin, the. webs into threads strong 
enough to be woven into stockings; 
and he actually did weave one pair 
of stockings, which were very beau- 
tiful, and were kept as a great 
curiosity; but^ as the thread made 
from the web of tne spider was not 
near so strong as that made from 
the ^web of the $ilk- worm, nothing 
more was attempted/' — "Oh! silk- 
worms, mamma !" exclaimed Fre- 
deric; " I want to know a great 
deal ' about them?'*—" But, my 
dear, you must atpi'esent be satis- 
tied with what I have told you 
about spiders, for we have been a 
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loifjg tiibfe out, and ttiust now haisteii 
home, for I hdv^ several things td 
do before dinnen Now, you see 
what an advantage % would be, if 
ykm could read without assistance. 
1 .should then give you prdpfet 
fedoks, and you might read to yout 
iayter al! you want- to know ; at 
^re^hl, y^u are entirely ^ependatit 
cih tti^ for irifi)rnlatidh,'ahd, if busi^ 
liess, sickness, or company, prevents 
iny iniitructin^ you, you must i*e- 
tbmti igiioriaiut df much useful ahd 
^^a»ant knowledge." 

They walked Nquickly home, Fr6r 
dferic and Lucy declaring that they 
wo^lcl take great pains to instrud: 
themseft^s, that they might "soon be 
Able to read air the pleasing books 
their ihamriia prdmis^d tnerp. 
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' MR. SELBY'S SEeOND VISIT. 

» • * < 

\ A FEW flays afterj ^r. Selby pai4 
liis friend a secptid[ visit. ' The cjiil* 
/^ren werq rejpiced to see him, and^ a^ 
thpy ran to mefit hJHi, he enqvuire4 
if they had ^11 be^p very good. Oq 
their papa and ipamma ^urifig 
' blip |they jjjiad^ Mr.Selbjf told th^P^ 
h^ had not forgotten ^^ [xromisQ 
of grs^tifyiflg thep with accqun|:s of 
his travels \i\ d^ifferent parts of tlje 
world ; and, if it was agreeable t^ Mr. 
9l;ifl Mrs. Jphr^n, he wo^id stay alji ' 
tl)e afterpqpp with therti^ pfld rplate 
yvho^ iiefeU ijjn^ in Africpi. Mr. fin4 
Mrs, Jp^P^?!^. ^4* ti^o^hiog ppuld 
give then) more pleasure, tor they 
If ere as anxiqus ^^ t^r cbiidrei^ to 
l^earq every pa|rtic{ula.r concej^iiig 
i!^\v friepd, during $o^ lopg an abr 
»;eiw^. 

l2 ' ' * •• 



112 

When they were all seated, -Mr. 
Selby, addressing himself to Mr. 
Johnson, said, ** You will recollect, 
I sailed from Sicily with the inten-. 
tion of proceeding to Itidia; but, 
alas> it was long, and my sufferings 
were great, betbre I arrived there ; 
for, aiter we had safely passed round 
Ihe western side of Africa, a dread- 
ful storm arose, and* our ship;bc- 
came so leaky, that all our endeia- 
voiirs to save it were ineffectgal. 
About midnight, the vessel filled so 
fast with water, that we knew she 
must sink; and, as the last re-' 
source, all who were oh dec^k clung 
to the masts, or any loose piece of 
ivood they could seize : Ilaid hold 
of a plank, which I grasped in ian 
agony 1 cannot dtescribe. We had 
tio time to assist those who were 
below deck, for in an instant the 
ship-3unk down, and I have no re^ 
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upon ^^|t)€»ch by tjk^ :tpriJe4)f jl^ 
^i«5ftv^, qn >Hi<^ thje pinole . I :hdi4 
jbi;ai4 flp^^> The shock IgrsQeiyed 
was so gr^fit, th^t l;SqcyQ fejlag^ip 
i^ A. ^^€! of ^qs^sibiUty, fxom 
/DF^cl^ I ^d *»<?* jecQver. tuitU thp 
I^Orn^Bsg light s.b€i^iQdi«i(e tijedt^^dr 
jful Iqss I l^d stjsttHnqd. { locked 
.^FOftm^, and jfqwid , jnysptf ; ail.orie.: 
ji^t: oiie c^' jiriy M\ojsf voyagers ^9d 
^qj^p^d. The,«je8 fim fle^Jiyiwtei, 
t^i^ po|: thf; ^naalljE^st vestige jpark^ 
fljpjespotwffepurv/^^ihadisunk. J 

jc^^<;t©4 on ijjte^m^laiictoflly^eqqe J 
, ^td witqeisied ; Wf\d ithe wute feel- 
, jog J ,^jjp€«iencqd, from ^\pg *hus 
«i9|;i^i1at«id 4r<W all J»y co«npahio»s 

, iarw ;fti«P^« .1^01^. 1 , dearly jlov-pd. 

.■,"?v^)gl^aWMi»P (ijcan.ejiipreaa; b»t 

;;HH)P jtbe CQp^dQi:8);wPitba$ithe ^jt<td 

;Wbp ba^» 4br<M|gh li^i ^ii^iofid 

l3 
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. . . . , 

and now itiost wonderfully pre* 
servied ipe, coiild still provide tti* 
with subsistence, cheered my drciop- 
ing spirits, and with a firm reliance 
iipon his goodness and -power,- and 
with a thankful heart for the 'blessing 
of preservation, I rose to endeavour 
to seek some habitation where I 
might obtain relief. I was very 
weak, and found it a most painful 
effort to walk; but I knew that oh 
this exertion my 1 ife depended . For- 
tunately, I had a large clasp-knife 
in my pocket, and with it I tut 
down a branch of a tree, winch 
serving me as a sticky gP^sitly asr 
sisted my feeble limbs. I dragged ou 
a long, long way, but saw no hUniar) 
dwelling', llfie sun was beginning 
to sink, and my spirits sunk with 
it : what will become of me, thought^ 
T, if the darkness of night shoukl 
prevent my proceeding ; I mqst 
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then peridi with hiibg^r iind ft- 
ttgue, for I felt so weak, that I was 
a^suT^ I eoijld not lorig-^suiVive, 
W^rn oilit, I ^t down under a tree, 
and. gazed en the setting siin ; but, 
what was my joy, on turning from* 
th&t object, to perceive, at a little 
^distance, a negto woman coming 
towards met I crawled to meet her: 
^she looked at me ' with pity, and 
bade* me, in the negro language, 
(whiich I hap|yily understood;) to fol- 
low her. I did so, and we- soon 
arrived at a hut; which, being shaded 
mth trefes, I could nbt before dis- 
ociver., leirtered with her, and saw 
twto other woi'nen, sitting by a lamp, 
^ihnidg cotton. I told them all I 
had suffered, and, when they heard 
how long I had been without food, 
bneof the wometi rpse^nd went out, 
awl soon returned witii a:very fine 
' 68b, wb|cb she presently hroUed^and 



^^afli^^at^br.-we ^itl|e.ftpor, on 
w)>jci I Ig^ ^Q^J^ ; i^, whw ithipjf 
thwglit ^; ^lecip, jthey it^gf^ii |to 
sip^. . I U§teni^^ to :%^\x voijcfl^ 
jr^li wiere iSWieet^ .^^d I jSoon foun<jl 
tpat l;waf t^e<sQ^f)ct of )th$ii:)^QQgc 
tUe flxusijQ ;qf-iit m(# <v^ry pUiatiy«» . 
a^ t^e Ajr(9r# jl/sltaU ^ei^r for^«l^ 
'The fwpr '^\\^ VD^, 4mi;, m^ 

weaiy, :Cafl^e »n4 P^it ija^r qiw 

tceip. ^e ^§» ijp mp^her ;to l>ift»g 

. Jhim ajtUk;.^ wife has heito jb^fiq^ 

ship ^owfi: jejt MP pily stlte iWihit^ 

.,»ess ^'jthesse ip<)Qr, .but ijfriepdjy, subr. 
groef , dqligbteid 4li4 <a0«ct»d me, 
Jp tl[iie ,[noF.ni9g, I.iQQtc^ thebtt)^ 
•:tc^sof-(ny qoaU ^(ItpreaQritedtbieoi 
to ih^fp: j^oy ,w««et«illiljh^<t() ofifen 
J^p iieiuri^ tiiusy ^iw fine A «iwdl 

laa^ the Fftp^ tl: 38W^)thke. jip i^nMie 
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aian Europ^n settlement, and as* 
i^iired me they would offer up 
prayers for my safety. - My heart 
was so -iull, when 1 left them, my 
tears, rather than my words, ex- 
ptessed my gratitude. On my way, 
I reflected on the kind providence 
of Ood, whO| at the very nioment; 
w*as di^ading 1 should perish with 
^fent, sent this behevdfent negro tp' 
pity and relieve my distresis/* 
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cojjtjnuatiOn. 

' ** I TftAVfiLLED,*' continued Mjr. 
Selby, ** until the d4y was tiar spent, 
whteii 1 was suddenly stiUled by 
the report ot a gun. 1 looked 
round, but could perceive lio one.: 
however, as- the sound soniewhat 
alarmed rotf, 1 thought it best to 



. ..' -' y^^^ ■ ■.'■ 

fy^fa ^»JJ>f n^, J might , di^cfrni .^^ 

^ H^eat idi^tf^qcei ^ p^ty of Ul^k 
naiep fti;i^g. at .i^ l,ifl«i, \^iip wai5,,al-/ 

■:Wm> U^ 9ifm^p^% Spry Iwg^ 

mi^t b^ a^le |o ;t§|^ :i^i|9. ^llv$^, 
convey him to a distance> and sell 
him to the EmaopeMiis, who would 
be glad of ^uch a prize to send into 
their own country. With this view, - 
they consulted .4egether what was 

Moppji^d ta^ng. jc«^ (t^ coot of ja 
huit, (syhiph^ in.|h^ ?<Wi^y5, qpf44 
fp^y b^ dope,, a^ J^e rpo^ arn 
su^^ ot" a p|f cul^r iovj^ an^ simply 
'^ of, ,^ liji^pe-wqBk, j?f ,1^1^ 
wvered ^ith tj^^^ aadt^^^piijr^g 
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liriB ittftf 'ovef libe liori/^ile h^ «if)- 

I S8l4^ thedi' go to a HeigfehoUl^fig 
hot, ^t>i|> off the thatch^ sind Kft 
the -bamboo franafe U^rt yWi?r 
i»h«uldel%; btit^ before they r^turn- 
<ed>i thfe lidiH- ha!4 r^6vt¥<^ 'his 
itv^gth^ atid 4ooke^ M thfetn so 
ft*i«eely> • that they dtirtt n6l tJjfi- 
^«sidb4)^ i atld, «& f ^eseiH^'tt/ietfa- 
8elV«s, wWe abotft 'tJO *lel the 'rttof 
Hkii ofkyA ^ir' omi heads^, yhei\, 
-alw, the Hdri li^die & vioteiit spring, 
jflfet -ttt' thfe wtpAieht *hfe t66^ was 
^kr#et^j aAd''bMh '-tb^ l>ieMst and 
•bfe |)t)t9<ief§ ■^fe'-enctoieA in one 
<fat«l cage-! 'I Hetlrti ^tbdir aereaifhs 
tri«h uiwtteirtiWe«iin^i9h;1br ft Ms 
lentlrely o<ft iof ^V pbW6r td assist 
ttifem. 5 eixiki only'bftsten fn»h 
Itlk^.^^e^fW' Semite; 'teflesctittg with 
bOtMnr \)^t&e di^ilittl' efi4l 'of'tHe^e 
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.)ppor . negrpes. . WTbiirf: <iotinni^ 
rating them, I fprgpt the poUm of 
/my own sufferipg, though itiy.fe^t 
were very sore, and n^ bp<iyjcc>* 
vered!with bli^rs, from the'^jUrsm^ 
hea^ pf the sun* 

" Presenitly I was ^liirprisfed add 
delighted to he^tr some one cal} t« 
me in broken English: I tumed» 
a^d b^eld a negro«> dressed JighMy^ 
in European fasbipn. Hetpklme. 
he:had left his native country when 
a l;>oy; and, r^ft^i* liTing sQv^iiaA 
years in England, was now re^urwr 
ing to his Atriean friends.; . Ohservr 
iug me in an English dr^ss, he iQf)kG|- 
jectured I was a person in disltrc^^ 
as this was pot a paft of the coeM; 
for strangers to land ufion. J told 
him his supposition was right, &r 
only the day before I bad sufiei:ed 
shipwreck, an4 I related to. him .all 
the sad p^iqulan;* The <:qfi)fiai|- 



m 

sidnate ftegrd felt extremely for my 
destitute condition: be said, he would 
take naewith hiin tohis friejfidsthat 
night, and set me forward, in a 
right direction, nejct morning* * I 
have received much kindness from 
the English/ said the gratjgftil black; 
' 9.nd to serve one of their country- 
men in distress is now the only re- 
turn I can make/ Just as he spoke, 
we turned into a little wood, at the 
further end of which was a village. 
' Tlier^' cried the blacky joy spark- 
ling in his eyes, ' thfere is my na- 
tive village /^ so saying, he began 
to play a lively air on a fife, some- 
wlmt resembling a flute, the sound 
of which brought out ?ill the villa- 
gers ; and, as the negro was expected^ 
he was soon surrouiided by his joy- 
fql relatives, and almost i^motbered 
by the affectionate embraces of hi^ 
brothers and sisters Thii mother was 
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1E^ ag^d woteaB, blMd/damd w^kd 
tftbrtbi kattiftg on a sta|F; ev^ry <»ife 
"itia^^ ttay for- ber^ ^tnd fifei6 sti^teheA 
loiH* he^ hairid tGr bleifes and; Aveleonae, 
lifer em : 9he »tt*oked feis fa^e ^d . 
>h2t1^% with teo(tewr08s,' fi^uefiftly: . 
d^ekriftg; hiep latte* daysV M^re : 
bleised Hiy «his rettirn, €i*nd her ^i*s. 
i^eteredwithtl^esouiKJof'his vei6ei . 
>r While thete g6od peopk •^Mewr- 
i^^^diciag/i sat'd€>#nvMtonotk^^ in 

a «tobfiej*, ^enjo^irig the a^tit ot'^^heir. 
-tt*a«$pe^t6 w a* ienf th, tfie traveler 

tWf ji'(?d» to.40ok f(* itm. JHk. in fertti- 
^^d Ms frieinisi ^ho J was, ' and fer 

his feake «h€5y t^ecei^^^ed -cne wWx, 

ki^dtiess, bvH I cbuM perceive wiflrti 
;re*t astdfiishment, . ihol-ining 1K> 
r. Thteyhad nfe^er seen a^TJ^hile, 

mstn before : \^heii ;J tnoVedi the . 
' wo^aen ' r etfeatfed ifi '^tep; And 4he *^ 

childreii^scaiBfpeMd oiE ift the great* 

€9t ftflfrightV ' » However, « bs they saw 




-tijkey bec?«si^i recpnciled- to my ap-. 

peajrance^ i^ijd icordiially incited rae 
^ to partake their friendly pupjaije^, 

ISfxt coming, vthe N^groe&tkindly 

e^ef^ted jpe.tpstftyaU day> tp. 

tecfuit isny ' ^^aried lipjbpj jind I 

Si^dly ^cceptkl their ipvitatio#.^jQ 
^^e ^terii0OH of this :day, I-Wjent; 
Tvitfe pny ho^fc tO'ia ^^leigh^^ 
Hst. This hut wias a^MPiotis ibft|)ir 
tatioR— rfor, i( yeas solo=v, \y0 :h^ 
tQ creep in at the ^gtr^jijeiB on our 
!l^fids^pd knees ;" apd-tbe furniture 
aiaid p^oj^^ W(?r4e |(5roM?d04 t«g»lhei^ 
like thiags jft 9; clQB^t. fn the )wt 

>*^ '^i ojicl H4Pi a 5toaeg woriw^p, 
^nd .^vpisl it^i^lireiV: 'fhe .cjdimaii 
\yas greatly ileljghted tQ $ee ray 
friend, alter s6 long an absence*; 
but the woman and children were 
so alarmed at the uncommon ap- 

m2 
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pearance of a white uiao, that they 
crept softly to the entrance, ana 
then dashed out with the swiftnesa 
of greyhounds. 

** As we returned, I saw some 
people gathering thef fruit of the 
lotus, which they call tomborrongs. 
These they dry, and beat smalU 
and .then, mix with water into a\ 
paste, and form into thin cakes, 
which, wheft baked by the lieat of ' 
the sun, taste exactly like the finest 
ginger-bread. The following morn- 
ing, the blacks infilled my bag with 
provi$ions> and gave 'me the neces- 
sary directions for keepihg'the right;* 
road. Followed by the good wishes 
of this happy family, I again setout 
on my cheerless journey^** 
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THE MOORS. 



* Wmsk 1 Had «tmvd^ed about 
four miles," said MK ^^y, * 1 was 
o^rilstken aind stopped t>y &'<paHy 

>f Moors ott iicM^seoaick. I dteaded 
the consequence of this raeeliogj 
for the Moors, who inhabit the 
fi^m^ <50untrt fts 4!he Negroes, are 

' of *a viery diftweht di!spos>tion, be- 
ing a^ gtootoy fttid cruel as tfee Ne- 
groes are ttpen and #ien(My. They 
^iii^isted oh imiy going with theta, 
«nd i hiB^d lip poHyer of resistiilg. 
Stit, as they talked of caiTyingf ine 
'before <}heir fciri^, 1/bad great fopes 
*he Vould be tnferdiful, efnd perhaps 
aid me in yetorning to my own 
country : btit- ki this i was grfeV- 
ously disappointed— rtheir chief re- 
cei>*cd iifi'e ^Itli a *tern and ^aVage 
look . He ^as seated : in ■. a 4aS^ge 

M 3 . 



tent, surrounded ^by a jgreat num- 
ber of blacks. They were all much 
amazed at my dress; and some 
time was occupied in buttoning and 
unbuttoning; ray waistcoat. 

" The Moors entertain great ha- 
tred to the tiuro[>eans ; and, when I 
was conveyed to a hut for the night, 
I found it was- surrounded with 
guards. Here they brought me a 
little boiled. rice, and ^me milk. 
The nifi;ht was sultry ; and my spi- 
rits were so depressed, 1 found it im- 
possible to sleep. At midpight, the 
door of my hut was slowly opened: 
ly alarmed; but my 
oon dissipated, when, 
of the moon,: 1 saw a 
1 1 had noticed observ- 
: chief's tent with looks 
ipassion. He told me 
to enable nje to make 
for he knew the Moors 
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were iil inclined towards me, and 
no time was to be. lost, — ^tbe present 
was the only moment. — ^To-mor- 
row, I might be led to exedutioa! 
He shewed me four Moors asleep 
at the door of my hu t ,— * Over these^ 
you must step softly^* said he ; * if 
one awakes, your life and mine 
must pay the forfeit.* I silently did 
as the friendly Negro directed : we 
passed the Moors safely, and stopped 
not until we got beyond the town. I 
would then have thanked my guide:^ 
but he would not hear me. *I 
must hasten, or I may be missed,* 
said he; ' only rememboPi^lien; int 
your own country, you see a poor 
black in distress, to return him this 
service.* He ran off too quickly 
for reply, I could only pray that 
the blessing of God might follow 
and reward him. I then made 
haste to reach the desert> that I 
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might hide myself ia case of por- 
Siik. Tbe ievefete of the last fcwehty*- 
foiir Jboiirs latppaaiii^d to nrie iike b. 
ikeam; but ' I had ©k^ tiiii^ for 
diw^UittSf on rdfldctioaa. 1 laburrifed 
0fii, liiitfl the heat <jf ndbn lEiade vme 
tieadv to faint. In the kope >of 
"^Gfimg some distaiat hu^ :ar village, 
IcBjaibed ia high tree ; tiutj^ Jalas ! 
ikie view Kiiilv extended OiVer vast 

, ttrhicke^s ot « nder.wood, and tiiliocks 
idf ^^hile sand. Obliged to K:(mtiliue 
^iralkkig, or pemah in the 4esent, J 
Bragged iosty adiiing Jitwhs aldng, 
dxitil levening,; ♦v'hon, sioddertly a 
ibilack Icloud dai^eiaed Abe sby, and 
flashes ojt lightning. iga)iv;enie hopes 
of rmn : fain^-r-^hiph, in «nay >pre- 

/ .sent' Slate, would have been^^soch a 
:^eUeK i'.xpecting the shower, I 

\. :^ynfdi]roy mbiith, ito catch ithe re- 
^eshiag . ijftro bs ; .tiuit, ih an insfant, 
!1 iWas coyoeld %rith£L doudof cwi^iite 



sanci, driyen with so miich force by 
the mnd, as to give n6 small paiit 
to my face and limbs. The sand 
continued to Hy, in amazing quan^ 
titles, for about an houi* ; and I ^as 
obliged to sit under the shelter 6^ 4 
bank, to present myself being suf- 
focated. After thisy however, the 
lightning again began to flas^, and 
$oon I felt the . heavy drops . oh my 
face. As mv clothes w^ted, I 
sucked, them, ai^' thus relieved my 
t^st Preselntly I heard the croak— 
ing of frogs, which ooavinoed me 
that water was near : I followed 
the sound, and came to a pond, 
where the frogs were so numerous> 
that it was difficult to perceive the 
water, and ^till more difficult to 
drink. Here I resolved to spend 
the remainder of the night, — ^being 
too much exhausted to proceed; 
batj» ieaiing I mi|^t &11 asleep. 



Vm ' a situlktion wbem ^ilid' hkast& 
niight attack me, I got up iaita a 

, Iii6e» and, fas$ieflipg myseSlt! by'tny 
clothes as well as 1 could, fendea-^ 
voqred tQ ^leep. ill the mo)*Ti:iiig# 
I a^qke fOBch rdfpedxed^^-Wiid Wh^ 

V ,Mraa my joyj^ to find the tree J had 

.; climbed, a d?itertree! ' My heart 
swelled with /gratitude tci tM Al-» 
mighty, fbr thus furnii^ag \ne so 
nneKpfededly with fo6d^^ After sa* 
tisfying myself, I filied my pbcksl^ 
mm dates, desoeftded the trefe;; and 
ooce jnore resumed iiiy p^ilous 
imirney* ; 

*[ As I wentalohg, I spied aiapge 
red lioa reposing in li thickdt: Ytm 
msiy imagine (mit I W^. dreu(dj&dly 
afraid .; hot, probably^ he w*3 al^ 
beady glutted, ibr he suffered me , 

edy to, pass. I soon aiter iir^ 
rived at a rf^er» i^rhiM&^Vemi hb^ 
iBirene crossing on a ctBious i)ri^^ 
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dowtk-tot ttie iiiate^.'s edsas some a 
Il^ jhiajgie tall t^ees;, wbieh grow ob ' 

ty^ng.lheir extrei» together;, aiitf 
theiB l^y illg iicrds^t^ese tre 
i^ whk^h th^ P^l^ and their cd-- 
ftte^jpfi^rsafely pas^i Sbnie ofthefife 
NiBgroes regarded mf with, grestt 
Qonii^sijorif and offered to coi^iidt 
mcib a towii, ito Jwhich tbemsel^ '^ 
TTCTe, gc^og, arid Yfhere, they assuted 
laaa^ . 1, ii^oulti'bie well receivi^ by h 
hiacliF ^P£piinf wholiadlived aloiig^ 
tifni^in ^ ii^^itj^ roan's c(^ ^ 

hcW tb^ro AH^ ^k^^ I was 

trjuAv f^adib h<^ar I^asso xi^r te- 
lieft Bd^Qine night, we arrived at 
th^J^wni ahiS t wa.^ taken to the 
black wprhan'B, ^hp liv^ in a: 
hm^ built somewhat like pur owb. 
She tre;ated ine with the greatest 
kin<inds^; gaye meclean lihen^ an4 



every refreshimtit thftt I was m need 
of; and told nfie, that I was wei^^^ 
icome to remain in her bouse uitfil 
an English vessel should arrive at a 
neighbouring port, where they ge- 
nerally stopped to take in provi^oos. 
It was not long before one ai*rived> 
bound for India, whither I wished 
to go. I was, fortunately, known 
to the captain of the ship, and ht 
^labled nae amply to repay the va^- 
lue of what I had received fix^m 
tiie good black woman : her kini^ 
ness I could only return with grati- 
tude, — and 'we parted with mutual 
expressions of regard and esteem, 
and with prayers foreach other's wd- 
feire. I went oii-board the English 
ship, which presently proceeded on 
her voyage ; but, what happened to 
me further, I must reserve for «!• 
pther evening's amusement/' 
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Mit. and Mrs. Jobi^on warmly 
tiianked their friend for the plea- 
sure his relation had afibn]|<ed them ; 
but the children felt sorry when 
Mr. Selby finii^ed the recital of his 
African advehtures. However, they 
anticipated with great delight the 
enjoyment of some future evening, 
when they should again hear about 
foreign countries; and they felt 
Tery gratefol for the entertainment 
they had already enjoyed. Both 
Frederic and Lucy wished extreme- 
ly to ask several questions, about 
things Mr. Selby had mentioned^ 
which they did not quite under- 
stand, but they felt afraid of beii^ 
troublesome; and, for ^me time, 
they ^t silent,-*<till, at last, Lucy, 
repoemberiog bet mamma ^had fre- 

N 
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queiltly told her, it was right to de- 
sire explanatiotis of '^hat she did 
not understantd, from ;^pme person 
qWer ^(J «ri80r tftistpt IteEB^i— *fer, if 

§lie^di4 : not, she wrpuld »lw»yfl m- 

po^Mng tjfct- aWi a»d' thftt siftrbiM^ 
ymuli <Jp«sjde^ swjh «tit]i^iri«s: tiwii- 
jb^^^,.jffibe ©i»iy t$*fc care ;niat 
t^ inafee (tU^Bft: •wfe.^a. ste niwr tte 

pprsw, tp vhc*ii sfce fl|ifpJiftcJr^€Bi* 
,gagsad«iiflher ^j&'^wding, tvmiogt 

n-rJ^yi mi^ tbis; and* 

j^^g iiiel' mamma <W9« n4ft italikj^,- 
b^lg^jif (in father ^4 \bfv urokie;) ife 
IVOtrtd teU hervsww^hrg "<afcQiiit" 
jf^r^p^*6Se;MjF. Belhy iCaUed adbs^; ' 
*«d H fay itt»*re wen© iio fcotrises,, nor 
|?0opl^4r» ijfe."./ '" • >' ■', ' ;'• 

<*^-I^. deseht, iny 4ew/'^ repiiisd 
Mf^^ Johosmi, **' ii ^. otialked ftdifa 

f^ .' r.'^:"^ .'" • " ,. ,.'c ■•; ■■. , • •" #>. t.. . : J • • 



b^ the ffictrbme heaA of the J sim,. 

: BE»)or, <jr eorhtilQh» V^beie you l^Cb^n 
' wiM^ > oojy d gtf^Jt^ very, great deal 
^ tei^ei*/, . ai|d^ ijpdteodToif grass, -k b 

^vtr&A A^th saiid^ . 4rfaicfa becoaies 
.^so Iteat^d^in, thW)]^^^ jwtrt of the 

\vofld> that Qptiiitig GsiQ ^o\« iri it : 
:ci^iCoar£6 thete/is no inhabitants; 
V iKld'th^re iiB(^d(!;amely any water,. In 

. thai; part p6 AIH<a ^^hfere^M^^^ Sdtby 

i^ras^ ;ttie mnd n iieqiientiy io b^at-' 
: ed- tkMt }tl^ x^ed £(x>t .cafuiot. foe 
iSiSt doo^a: .without ^feqljo^ o^tteh 
ptaMi } jajid pvenh the N<fe^^ 
. i)^ ns^^tes^aod can th^retore^ bear 
tHi^ iieat mocb ibett^ than ^^ £ii* 
fopeans, (who are brougiiti9^4n a 
dityiatt^'iuU^h Isolde)*,) cauaot w^^^ 
without putting ^on ,$hoas ;Mba^k^^ 
1)1 (base deft^ts,/ ^ ioleiLt ^torin^ of 
#kid olteti ftrfte» 4iind rsobe <f ai^ 
(|)9i«»ytitiesi6f tlibJkti^ into ithtt 

,n2^ . 
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air ; the efTects c^wliich, you hare 
already h^ard Mt« Selby desmbe/* 
•' But, mamma,", interrupted Fre- 
deric, " Mr. Selby mentioned thick-* 
ets of underwood,-— «id you know 
be said he climbed a date-tree, and 
eat dates off it; and you just now. 
tdd us nothing grew in the desert." 
—'^ If you had waited a little, my 
dear, f should have exjplaiDed to 
you how that was. The interior, 
or middle of the desert, is entirely 
destitqte of trees .or plants ; but, to* 
wards the extremities, or outer 
parts, the air not bein^ quite so hot, 
and water mbre plentiful^ trees and 
shrubs ar«i ibund *• and the thickets 
of brushwood, which Mr. Selby 
spoke of, . afford ishelter to wild * 
beastSi inpne of whom can live in 
the interior part of the desert, Th0 
camel b the only animal that caii 
endure the beat andwant of water 



rtkdytff^ a ^Sbcn*t account xif tbeca- 
miH ,— ^oH[^igh(t , we 'haw oot ; time; 
a» % •dr*a'ws^ »eftr «yowr 'bed-fe0Hir/'— 
*^ Rut do, pray, if yoti please, TOalil- 
ritfa,'' tjaid FTederioy -^ «€ill tne whtft 
Mk Selb y inetottl W ^ropeia*! sets- 
l!l'eTOeirt-;^*--*km't yoo Temembor, "he 
S9id, he wfi^hed tofearfh'tfnjEqiv>|^8i^ 
setftehfifflt ? . I did Ui0t 'k«.a|w^Vbttt 
fee nmeant, ^ so Ivt%i>vi^t l^wiM 'ask 

B8His'trtc*yi''--r" Y^fi ^re -y^l-y r*i^ht 
m ^o -dicing/* f^f>li«4l bi& mftrntiifei'; , 
*^ 1 'Will expk*n ir# y^tW' wirtixjjlea- 
sur-e. Voa iitpeadv ^cnowtteat «b* 
Wi^M 49 divided ijhtqfoor -parte Gir 
qoai^kefs,*.— £urep0, ^Asia, 'AJWtift, 
and^Amerkan; Wl «hew, ivtien la 
nurrfberot *l0glishKit?ni^Pre«c^Trteh, 
SpAnm^f M^r* iifnM^)ftnk^ j^' 4^ 
<5ib6r'fitt^opeiain<iouiiitr^, d^tei^ri^li^ 

n3 
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^bqd^ to liye in any other quarter, 
of the , worlcl, wherever they fix 
their. dwelling, (suppose in Africa,) 
the houses they .build, and their 
manner of living, l^ing different 
firom t^e^ native inhabitants^ (the 
Africans,) cause them to live separ 
rately;and thus the towqs they build 
6btain the qame oi European Set^ 
dement, . or pl«ice where • the Eur 
ropeans have settled, pr fixed their 
abode* pp you under^taQd this ex- 
plaoatipp?'' Lucy and her ^ brother 
aiMSured their mamma they did.-^ 
^* Then," said sine, " h?ive yoii any 
more questions to ask ?"«f-^ William 
6aid, n^ woqld likie much to know 
what kind of fruit a date was?— f 
^* The date, my dear, b about the 
size of a walnut^ of a very agreev 
able taste, and fbrnps a considerably 
f»rt of the food in wai^m coiintries, 
whew fruit is ps^rticularly reire^hr 
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ing. The leaves of the tree are 
very long,-— some of them almoin 
thr6e yards in length. Of these 
leaves are made -baskets arid hags, 
and the tough fibres of the leaves 
are s|»j|Qi into ropes, of coasidemble 
strength. The wood^ both of the 
stem and branches, is of great use 
in building; and even. the l^ernel 
of the nut^ wWch.is extremely bard, 
is grouad in mills, and given to ca- 
mels> when better food can not be 
got. I should have told yon, tbes^ 
large leaves grow all at the top of* 
the twee, jS>r(niog a circle, {very 
beautiful,) somewhat Hke ^n um-^ 
brella ;Spread out . 3ut we must 
not talk longer to-oigt^^f for here is 
Jane come to assist you tobed. 
Qood night : may God bless you all^ 
py ckar childreoi*' , 
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tiribhly'fine, TVIi-s. Jbhns(«t toW ^ite 

aiia sff in ifh6 gkrden, ivhife- ifi€)y 
s!|^6uld' tali'e' -anti' «^eetl s««We'of'th'fc 
fl'dVer-'bedfe. L^cv ami Pr^^Jc 
. were veVy' '^tf gartlefiers : '<*i^tti- 
mier-mdmrtifi^, tfiey gift- 'I'l^ «i'ei*f- 
„ ekrtyi and drefesed th^ ^ft?wr*r-beds 
' \befbre %i'rea£i^f8ist,--i-'tVKig "tfp ^H ^tKe 
flowiefrs yh&t hSfedcd' t^^port t& netft 
white sficlrs; 9:fld Tc^prh}? the-beas 
SO nice, that;tiot b. Weed waS *o H)e 
seeU' '' In 'atitdtfih; '*h^f 
inerit was to plick op^^ll Vftfe %iftie*i^ 
ed lieaves and fcr^ndi^ *hat M 
upon the ^beds abd grai^el-wfelfes. 
Many people used to admire the 
neatness of Mrs. Johnson's garden ; 
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atid then she felt such pleasure in 
telling them it wds all owing to her 
own children's ^eare, while they were 
quite delighted with their mother's 
Jkind approbation. In springs Mr. 
Johnson himself uspd to assist in 
digging the garden^ as Frederic and 
Lucy had not strength to do that^ 
]^x>perly ; and» ^ at such times, he. 
shewed them ho;|(v to plant all kipd^ 
of seed^^ and instructed th^m how^ 
to raise dehcate plants and vegeta*^ 
bles^ While- Mrs. Johnson was 
putting on her jlK>nnet^ Lucy ;$tood> 
on tip-toe, and whispered in her 
ear, ''The camel, mamma.'' — '* Ah,^ 
that is true, . niy dear, I prombed 
to read you an account of the 
Q^Bel, and I will be as good as 
my word: go^^to th^e garden^ and' 
when I have s^ot the Book I wilL 
ibUo w you." The children thanked 
Iheir good naamma> and r^n off as 
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ffet'^S fjoSSfblfe. ' ■ TVtrii^ Jdlirtlbft^s<Wft, 
i?J!lo^^ ; ktid, \xheti th*y t*;^ «H 
sbatfe'd ifl the gardefl-^chalH- tlMrt %as 

£(d:outit of tbfe'^mei. ••• ' -• - v 

■ ■ '■■ "''The caifid Is -tfetl tfld*t vSiitf4bl* 

' df k'll ^rflmfefe' % -thit piirt oP-t*)^ 

i^rW Tt- 'ioh^tjtts : it i* fh» ishtf 

' ' i^ttrml than can • ^tl.tli^^'' thte • ^*- 

. Vtteifie' !ifeat arid iiwrntM" wfeteK' iri 

' ; ttife dry antf buhiif% ssltids'tJf AiHcA 

f 4irt(i Asi'a;- Aithotlgh the • forna irf 

'tiie cariVeJ 1aV)peafs c^'msry; k is *rwittJ 

adttiirably Adaptet!, both for i» o\t*i 

<Jbmfort, atjd tdf rendteiin^ it u^ftil 

m mAn: Its feet ^e covered' i»tth 

a^rdrfff, Hiick, ld(»e, ^1n, which 

';feily giies -wdV to any rou^bwrt^ 

ii^' the toad, mid eqoiflly 't)re¥em§ 

hfe- fbot frotn^itl^-htirt'by jJhttt-i* 

^tbnes, or fifotti being injuted by the 

heat bf tfa^ ^dM, It h&^ ti^^ise fc 
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perljr called,) in whifih it m>fm a 

vent the uecegSity Ml iijJ^inkiQg- J9r^ 
several . ciays. Jt ? sroiwetimes liap- 
peo^Vtbat, wb^iMtraveUers are y^jjjr 
kjng ^it^utfiiidii^ water ip; the 
deseit; Q^d ar^ ^tpmt dying . %; 
waot.ot^ iti they j^e objig^d to 1^1 

4ijea^el; and relieve-: tbemselv^ ¥ri|fi 
the 'weit€x contained in its $ton^Act>f 
The-boHchesron it$ back» ^nd its 
great strength, euaWe .it todony^ 
imtch greater burthens. than jtbe 
hdrsev . • It 'kneels to be loaded aq4 
ufidoaded^ which ift veiy. K)ondiUKiiT|9% 
to * tW ecm v:enie0c£^ \ of, . the iperispn 
ap^^^nterd to ptaoe the burth^tn/TT-' 
' fo» il35 great height woo ki otherwise, 
ranker it vfivy ; awkward . to iast^n 
atty tilling /Upon its back. The- 
cajbel is so patient and doeilei that 
iiWiH dor, any. thing, if weil ti:eatedi 
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but, if beateo, or ill used^ itr^g^ 
viokntly^ dnd wilU in its fcny^ teqr 
\t& masteir to peces, if he tinfortu-^ 
nately comes in its way. 

'^ The camel resembles the ass in 
being content widi the poorest food : 
^ it even prefers prickly and thorny 
t^ants to softer vegetables^ and yet> 
' like the cow, yields excellent milk^ 
The camel forms the wealth of the 
Arab; (or inhabitant of Arabia in 
Asia,) for its milk is the support of 
an Arab family ; and the flesh of 
the young camel affords much nou- 
' l^shment. Its hair is considerably 
finer than sheep's wool, and it is 
ivoyen into varimis articles of dress 
and furniture. The fine hair-pencils 
people use in drawing are made of 
camels' hair ; even its^dung is use- 
fi»l» — for, in the deserts, where wood 
IS as scarce as water, the dung, mix- 
^ with. straw, serves the Arab for 
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firing, — ^burning with a strong clear 
flame." 

Here ended the account of the 
camel. — ** Now/' said Mn^.. John- 
son, " if you are pleased with know- 
ing the character of the valuable 
camel, what a great deal of pleasure 
you may yet attain ; for, wnen you 
can read well, and are able to learn 
geography, I intend you shall read 
books of travels at the same time ; 
and thus you will become acquaint- 
ed with many curious and interest- 
ing particulars, concerning the qua- 
lities of animals, the productions of 
the earth, and the habits and cus- 
toms of the many different nations 
who inhabit the various countries 
of the world, which you see deli- 
neated oh the map." 
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THE VISIT. 

1 

In the afternoon of this day, the 
/children enjoyed a great treat : they 
had been some time invited to spend 
an afternoon at a mill, about a mile 
distant. The miller had lately mar- 
ried Mgirv, a servant vrho had lived 
a long time with Mrs. Johnson,, and 
%va3 very much attached to her and 
hex children ;-^the children were 
as fond of Mary as she was of thena^ 
apd^ they wished much to pay her a 
ymt. The dgty being very fine, 
their manama told them, if they 
made haste, and Q0% all their leS'^ 
sons done soon and wdl, she would 
take them, ifi the afternoon, to the 
null ; and she sent a servant to ask 
Mary if it would be quite conve- 
nient for. ihera to receive hei: and 
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the children. Maty Atkins return^ 
ed answer,— *tbat she would be de- 
lighted to see them all ; and, ac- 
cordingly, ioitnediately after dinner, 
they set out for the mill. They 
fbutid Atkins and his wife seated on a 
bench at the door, as clean and neat 
as possible. As soon as Mary Saw^ 
her young fevourites^ she laid dowii 
her knitting, and ran to meet them. 
. She kissed them again and again, 
and assured Mrs. Johnson she had 
given her great jpkosure, by com-* 
ing to visit her little dwelling. 

When they entered the cottage, 
which joined the mill, they wer6 
delighted with its nice appearance. 
A large oak table, and tne seat <^ 
the window, were rubbed as bright 
as a looking-glass ; and on the hearth 
stood a large jar, filled with roses 
and woodbines, which perfumed the 
room most delightfully. They also 

0? 
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perceived another pleasant smelly 
different from the scent of the rose. 
Mary Atkins presently shewed what 
occasioned this agreeable smell,-— 
and, as soon as they were seated, she. 
opened a, neat little comer-cup- 
bpa.rd, and produced a large dish of 
strawberries, saying, she had just 
gathered them out of her little gar- 
den, hoping her mistress (as she still 
called Mrs. Johnson) and the chil- 
dren would find them refreshing 
after their walk, such a hot day. 
She then drew a table before them, 
and placed the strawberries on it, 
and a jug full of nice cream, a 
bason of sugar, .and some plate$ 
and tea-spoons. The strawberries 
were a most delicious treat, — and 
.Mary's kindness made it still mor^ 
grateful. When they had made an 
end of the strawberries, Mr. Atkins 
requested Mrs. Johnson would allow 
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the chirdren to go with hirh to the 
mill, assuring her he would take all 
proper care of them, and saying, he 
was sure they would be gratifipd * 
with the sight of the mill. Mrs* 
Johnson very readrly consented to 
let the children go, but she charged 
them to mind all Mr. Atkins said 
to them, observing, that a mill was 
rather a dangerous place, if people 
were not careful to avoid the wheels, 
which tarn round with great force. 
She had heard of many sad acci- 
dents happening to children arid 
heedless persons, in consequence of 
want of proper care and attention. 
The children promised to attend 
strictly to Mr.- Atkins ; and he said 
his man sbonld take charge of Fre- 
deric, and be would take care of • 
Lucy. Mrs. Johnson knew that her 
children always kept their promises : 
therefore, when they said they wouW 

o3 
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attend strictly to. Mr. Atkins, she 
felt quite satisfied ; and told them 
she would not go with them, as 
she had seen a mill several times, 
and now wanted to talk to Mary 
about some spinning. The mill was 
a w ater-mill ; and the children were 
astonished to see the great wheel, 
which was turned by the force of 
water, cause so many more wheels 
to turn, and put the whole work in 
motion. They saw;, first, how a 
sack of corn was drawn up by a 
rope, until it was raised over a 
square box, called a hopper; this 
box had a round hole in the bottom, 
and a small pipe, similar to a funnel, 
through which the corn gradually 
fell between two large, flat, heavy 
stones, which, being turned round 
very quickly, ^bruised, the grains of 
corn into a fine powder ; and^ when 
it became a powder, it again fell. 
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Ihrough a hole in the middle of the 
lower stone, into another large box. 
This manner of grinding corn into 
flour, the miller told them, was re- 
peated, until as many sacks of corn 
was ground as he wanted done at one 
time. Afterwards, they saw the flour 
was carried to another long round 
box, placed slanting ; but, instead 
of this bein^ made of wood, it was 
made of fine wire-work. The use 
of this wire box was to separate 
the bran from the flour : for, as 
this box turned round, the flour 
fell through the wire, and the bran 
was left' in the box; but the box 
being placed aslant, the bran did 
not remain in it, but passed off at 
the further end. 

When their curiosity w as fully sa- 
tisfied, they returned to the cottage, 
and related to their mamma what 
they had sqen. But Lucy said. 
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though Mr, Atkins bad been very 
obliging in telling them a great 
deal about the parts of the mill, yet 
neither her brother, nor herself) 
could well understand him, there 
was such a noise from the many 
wheels turning round at once. How- 
ever, Mrs. Johnson said she would, 
pext morning, shew them a draw- 
ing of the machinery of a mill, — . 
and, as they had now been through 
one, they would soon learri to know 
the different parts ; and she would 
assist them to acquire a knowledge 
of the use of every part : and she 
also told them, that, wnen they were 
a little older, and could understand 
something about machinery, she 
would take them to see a paper-mill,^ 
where paper is made ; and a spin^ 
niijg-mill, where cotton is sptm. 

During the time the children 
were telling their mamma all they 
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bad s6en, Mary Atkins was busy io^ 
the kitchien preparing tea; and, wnen 
she brought it iu, they saw she had 
provided nice knead-cakes, and exr 
cellent milk, warm from the cow : 
for Frederic aiid Lucy, there was 
also a plate of honey ; and Frederic 
and his sister were almost as much 
pleased with the exauiination of a 
piece of the comb as with the delin 
cious taste of the honey. 

After tea, they went into Mary's 
garden, which was stocked with 
pease, and beans, and cabbagei^ 
and bordered round with a variety 
of flowers. Mary pulled them a nice 
nosegay; and desired them to ga- 
ther a basket full of ripe gooseber- 
ries, to carry home for Master Wil- 
liam. She then shewed them the 
bee-hive ; but all the bets were 
done work, and at rest. They were 
next shewn the poultry ; and At* 
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kins told them the ducks and pigs 
were fed with the bran which came 
from the flour, mixed with milk. 
They saw the ducks swimming 
about very happy in , the mill-* 
stream ; and, when they returned to 
the cottage, Mary shewed them se- 
veral large flitches of bacon. She 
told them the flesh of pigs, salted 
and dried, was called bacon; and 
that, in summer, they eat it with 
pease or beans, and in winter, (when 
these vegetables ate not to be had,) 
with eggs,— and that they dined off 
it almost every day. 

Mrs, Johnson and her children 
thanked Mary and her husband for 
their great civility and kindness. It 
was now time for them to return 
home. Mary was very ' sorry to 
part with her young guests; and 
w^uld insist on filling a small jar 
with honey, for the children to tak^ 
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home, as they were so fond of it. 
The children thanked^ and kissed, 
and bid her good night, at least 
twenty times ; at length they de- 
parted with their mamma, — Frede- 
ric carrying the pot of honey, tied 
up in his pocket-handkerchief, and 
Lucy, the little basket of gooseber- 
ries; All the way home, they talk- 
ed in admiration of Mary's kind- 
ness. "You see, my dearsj how 
pleasant an obliging disposition is. 
Mary, whilst with me, was always 
an obliging servant, and thereby 
she gained my regard and esteem. 
If-she had not been obliging, she 
would not have taken the trouble 
of gathering the-strawberriesf nor 
making the cake, or of telling or 
shewing us all she did ;• bfit an 
obliging disposition prevents any 
thing being thought a trouble, 
which can contribute to the plea- 
sure' or comfort of others. An 
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obliging, temper makes its posses- 
sors happy^ and bestows happiness 
wherever it extends/* 



s 



MR. SELBY S THIRD VISIT. 

- The next time Mr. Selby made 
a visit, Mr. Johnson was out, but 
Mrs. Johnson was at home with her 
children. 

As soon as the children saw Mr. 
Selby, they clung round him, ea- 
gerly reminding him of his.prdniise 
of telling them about his voyag6 to 
India, " Hey-day !" exclaimed 
Mr. Selby, " what a|>air of impa- 
tient little rogues have I to deal 
with< Pray, Squire Hasty, let me 
lay down my hat, and drink a glass 
of water,: — you do not consider I 
have had a long walk/' Lucy felt 
somewhat ashamed at thus, consi- 
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dering her own gratification before 
.another person's ; and, recollecting 
what her mamma had the night be- 
fore said, about being habitually 
obliging, she ran down to the din- 
ing-room, and brought up what re- 
mained of the basket of gooseber- 
ries they had gathered in Mary's 
garden. Mr. Selby was much 
pleased with Lucy's attention : hfe 
ate the gooseberries, telling her 
they were very refreshing, — th6 
w armth of th^ afternoon, and the 
dust of the road, had made him ex- 
tremely thirsty. Lucy was quite 
glad she thought of the gooseber- 
ries : her mamma looked pleased 
with her, and she felt ten times hap- 
pier than if she had ate them her- 
self. '* Come," said Mr. Selby, " I 
find you are very M^orthy to-day of 
all the entertainment I can give, — 
come, sit down by. me and listen." 
The children brought their little 

P .A ^ 
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seats^ 'and placed them on each side 
of Mr, Selby's chair* Mrs^ John- 
son drew her work from the work* 
basket ; and^ when all were seated, 
their kind friend began. — "You 
may remember, my dears, I left 
the African coast in a ship going,.to 
India. We had a very favourable 
passage, and were.not long in arriv- 
ing at the Bay of Bengal ; (but, I 
think, if your mamma can give me 
a map, I had better point out to 
you where the Bay of Bengal is, 
and also all the places I visited.)"^^ — 
^^ 1 will get you a map,: with plea- 
sure," replied Mrs. Johnson; and 
she presently brought one which was 
kept in an adjoining room. Mr. 
Selbyi^.then shewed them all the 
pkces the vessel had passed in going 
Jroin Africa to India ; and he shew- 
ed them in what part of India Ben- 
gal is situated, and where its chief 
^jj, Calcutta, stands, whither he 
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was going. JBmAme and Lucy 
were much pleased with his tracing 
on the map the course of the ship 
from Africa to India: they declared 
it made them understand much 
easier about the places Mr, Selby 
had seen ; and he, finding them so 
much pleased, said, that after tea 
he would point out to thepi, on the 
map, the whole of his route from 
England. The children heartily 
thanked him,-— and be continued 
his account, " After being landed 
on the Bengal coast, I. proceeded 
immediately to Calcutta. The bu- 
siness I had there to manage kept 
me close within doors ; so I had lit- 
tle opportunity of seeing much of 
this large town, though I had seve- 
ral friends At Calcutta; for there 
are great numbers of English at that 
place, it being an European settle- 
ment/'—" Pray, my dears," inter- 
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rupted Mrs. Johnson, " do you recol- 
lect my explanation of an European 
settlement?" — ^* O yes! that we 
do/' exclaimed f rederic and his 
sister, both at once. — ** I am glad 
you do, my loves; it is a great 
pleasure to me to find you remem- 
ber my instructions."' .Mr. Selby 
continued — " The beautiful fine 
muslins which are made in India 
are brought to Calcutta, ancl from 
thence sent, in ships, to various 
parts of Europe/' At this mo- 
ment, Mr. Selby was called , out 
of the room, to send an answer 
to a gentleman, who desired his 
company on business of import- 
ance. When he returned to the 
parlour, he told Mrs. Johnson he 
was sorry that he tnust leave her to 
attend the gentleman : " however," 
added he, ** I have yet an hour to 
devote to my young friend'ii iser- 
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y\Qe.*' — " Then I will order tea, 
immediately/' said Mrs. Johnson, 
ringing the bell. — ^" Thank you," 
replied Mr. Selby ; *' and, while 
we are drinking it, I will relate to 
you a melancholy account I re* 
ceived, from one of my Calcutta 
friends, of a most dreadful event 
that had taken place some time be- 
fore my arrival. One of the native 
chiefs of India, was displeased with 
the Europeans, and made war on 
them; being more powerful than 
they, he destroyed their houses ih 
Calcutta, and took a great number 
of them prisoners. Several of these 
prisoners were put together into a 
i^all dismal dungeon, where they 
^ad hardly room to naove, and 
which was only lighted by two nar- 
row windows, strongly baited with 
iron^ The air is excessively hot in 
Bengal: and these poor men had 
scarcely been a few minutes in this 

p3. 
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close confinement, before thev fell 
into a violent perspiration, that 
\ieakened them exceedingly — they 
tried to gain a little relief by strip- 
ping off their clothes, and fanning 
themselves with their h,ats; but 
some of them became so weak, they, 
fell down, and were suffocated, , 
The violent heat, and want of air,, 
presently brought on an intolerable 
thirst, and difficulty of breathing: 
those who were strong enough 
then tried to break open the d9or 
of their dungeon ; but all their 
efforts were in vain, it was too well 
secured. They were then in 3uch 
agony that they implored the soldiers, 
who were outside, to fire on them 
through the grated windows, that 
death might release them from the 
pains they were suffering. This 
the soldifers durst not do: they bad 
no orders to kill these wretched suf- 
ferers, several of whom quite lo^t ' 
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their reason, and became mad, 
through distress ; while all who were 
able, vehemently cried out for water, 
water!' The soldiers brought them 
some water, but in such small 
quantities, it only encreased their 
desire for more. It was eight 
o'clock in the evening when these 
distressed men were put in the pri- 
son, — -before, eleven, which was 
only three hours after, many of 
them were dead, in consequence of 
their dreadful sufferings ! 

Among those who survived, one 
gentleman kept his mouth moist, 
by sucking the perspiration from his 
shirt sleeves, and catching the 
heavy drops as they fell, like rain,f 
from his iace. A disgusting smell 
presently arose from the dead bo- 
dies; which, from the heat, soon 
became very offensive, and the cry 
for water was again changed into 
an earnest request for air. About 
two in the morning, they crowded* 
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s6 much to the window^s, that many 
died standing, unable to fall by the 
throng and pressure around them. 
When day-light appeared, ' the In- 
dian chief, who had been informed 
of their dreadful situation, sent a(fi 
order for their release ; but, of all 
the great number whp were craoi-' 
med into this frightful prison, only- 
six came out alive ! and these wey e. 
in a sad condition/' 

During this melancholy recital 
both Mrs. Johnson and her . chiU 
dren felt so much affected with sor- 
TOW for the seyere fate of these un-t 
fortunate Englishmen, that Mr< 
Selby had <;eased speaking some 
time before, any one broke silence.^ 
At length, Mrs. Johnson told Mr, 
Selby $he had heard of another dreadjv 
ftil calamity happening in Calcutta ; 
and enquired, whether the particu- 
larsx)f a famine, she understood had 
raged there, was really so grievous^ 

was represented.— "Alas 1" ra^ 
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plied Mr. Selby, " that account 
was but too true. I was myself a 
witness of the misery it occasioned : 
for I was in Calcutta at the time, 
and I was about to tell you I left 
Bengal in consequence. For many 
months, there had been no rain, 
which caused the harvest entirely 
to fail. When the scarcity began, 
the rich people distributed their 
own stock of rice among the poor; 
but, when that was sill gone* then 
many thousands died with hunger/ 
while wandering id a vain search for 
food, lost in streets and fields ; and 
shocking it was to see dogs and 
vultures feed on the dead bodies of 
our fellow creatures. Many per- 
sons were daily employed in throw*, 
irig the dead into the river. This 
made the water, as well as the air, 
become corrupt; so that the fish 
could not be eaten without danger. 
Glad was J to b^ve an opportunity 
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of leaving a country, where I had 
aot the power of assisting the wretch-^ 
ed, and where my own life was also 
hourly in hazard. Now," added. 
Mr, Selby, looking at his watch, 
'* it is time for me to keep my ap-. 
poiatment/* 
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THE BEES. 

' ■ * 

Next day, -at tea, as the children 
were eating some of the honey Mary 
Atkins had given them, the curious 
appearance of the honey-comb in- 
duced them to ask their mamma a 
great many questions about bees-j 
They knew how honey and wax 
were obtained and preserved b^ 
bees, from reading Miss Edge-- 
worth's Book about Little Frank, 
but they wanted to knpw' a great 
deal more ; for they had heard their 
'^apa oace talkirig with a gentleman^ 
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about the economy of bees, and they 
did hot know what was meant by 
economy of bees. Mrs. Johnson told 
them, what was called " ' the eco- 
nomy of bees' signified their admi- 
rable management of their worl^^ 
and disposal of themselves into little 
parties, the better to accomplish it ; 
^ and also their submitting to be di- 
rected by one bee, whorn we dis- 
tinguish by the name of Qaeen-bee, 
from her commanding the whole 
hive. This single bee, while young, 
is fed by the other bees, with the 
best of the honey ; and they make 
her a cell three times- as large as 
the cells of the common working 
bee. The industry and activity of 
bees is truly wonderful! not one 
in the whole hive is uniemployed : 
some are engaged in gathering ho- 
ney and wax ; others in rebuilding 
i-otten cells ; some keep guard at the 
entrance of the hiv^e, to prevent 
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other insects going in; some are 
employed in carrying out the dead, 
^— for, when one bee. dies, the other 
bees will not allo^y the dead body 
to remain in the hive : they drag it 
to the entrance, and then throw it 
over the stone on which the hive is 

1)laced4 If the dead bee be a very 
arge one, and too heavy for the 
little labourers to drag, they cover 
him over entirely with wax, so that 
mo remains of him can be seen^ 
They keep the hive beautifully neat 
and clean; It is said, by people 
who have taken great notice of bees, 
that, when they begin to work, 
which is as soon as warm Weather 
has covered the fields with verdure^ 
and the trees and shrub^ with sweet 
flowers, they divide themselves into 
four companies; one of which roves 
the fields in search of farina, to 
make wax; another is employed in 
laying out the bottoms and partii-^ 
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tions of the cells; a. third party in 
smoothing off all the rough corners ; 
and the fourth, in collecting and 
^ bringing food for the support of all 
the rest. Sometimes they relieve 
one another, by changing their em- 
ployments. I have been told some 
very curious proofs of the attach- 
Oient of bees to their queen, by a 
gentleman, whom I was acquaint^ 
ed with, who was so fond of these 
wonderful insects, as to pay very 
particular attention to all their 
movements. He assured me, .that 
bees were not inclined to sting, un- 
less offended, — ^and that, if a person, 
when bees are buzzing round him, 
would only stand quite still, he 
would not be hurt; but people* ge- 
nerally attempt to drive them away, 
which irritates them to sting. This 
gentleman had become so familiar 
with bees, that he oftentimes amused 
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his finends with shewing them how 
he could cause the whole swarm to 
follow him, by carrying off the 
qaeen-hee. lo accomplish this, 
he used to turn up the hive, and 
give a few taps on the bottom and 
sides, when the queen speedily ap- 
peared, apparently to learn the rea- 
son of the alarm : being accustomed 
to see her so often, he readily distin- 
guished her at the first glance ; and 
practice had enabled him to seize 
her with so much caution and tender- 
ness, as neither to hurt, nor excite 
*tbat degree of resentment which 
would have tempted her to sting. 
He then returned the hive to its 
place, and kept the queen-bee in. 
bis hand, until all the other biees, 
missing her, left the hive in the ut- 
most confusion, to seek tiieir mis- 
tress. When the bees were thus 
distressed, my fi^iend used to place 
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(;be queen vfhtfeyev he wished them 
to settle : the moment a few of them 
discovered her, they ^ve notice to 
the rest, and. all presently collected 
round heF5 arnd seemed so happy in 
the recovery of their beloved sove- 
reign, that they would remain, for 
$ome time, pei:fectly quiet, on the 
§pot where they found her. 

Bees have many enemies, both 
ann)ng9t insects and animals* The 
fox is a dangerpus enemy in winter, 
as his sitrength enables him ?oon to 
get an entrance into the.hive, when 
be presently devours the honey. 
MicPj blats, and birds, are equally 
destructive; and toads and frogs 
will often place themselves at the 
opening of the hive, and seize the 
bees as they pass. Even spiders 
destroy many bees, by spreading 
their webtj near the hive. Another 
kind of insect is so artful, a«lo con* 
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ceal itself ia the corolla of flowers, 
and, M^ hen a bee comes to sip. the 
nectareous juice of the flower, this 
insect darts out of its hiding place, 
and devours the poor unsuspecting 
bee. Bees are also destroyed by 
their own quarrels: for, during a 
long winter, should the inhabitants- 
of one hive fall short of provisions,- 
they will leave home, and attack 
another hive. Sometimes it hap-* 
pens, that a queen is killed in this 
contest, and then both swarms* 
unite under the sovereign queen, 
and enter the hive together, like 
good friends." — " Mamma T' inter- 
rupted Lucy, ** is that large beau-* 
tiful bee, we have often observed 
in the fields, aiKi which I have% 
heard boys call a bumble-bee, a 
queen-bee ?"— " No, my dear, that> 
is another species. The bee f - 
have been describing is^ called the 
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domestic bee, because it lives near 
man, and is indebted to him for its 
li^bitation and provision in vrinter, 
when there are na flowers to fur- 
nish them. It is true we should not 
need to supply them with winter- 
food, did we Jrtot plunder their ovtii 
store. All insects, as well as ani- 
mals, which do not endure well 
the winter's eold> are endowed by 
Nature, with a sufficient instinct 
to lay up for themsi^lves provi- 
sions enough to serve them from 
autumn until the succeeding spring. 
The bee you have heard called the 
bumble-beC;, is properly the humble 
or humming-bee, so called from its 
constant hu mming noise; It forms 
one of the wild tribes; and, of these 
wild tribes, some are highly curious. 
They are distinguished by their 
manners, the formation of their 
n^ts, and many other particulars^ 
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$ome are called leaf-cutters, from 
their curious manner of cutting tJboe 
leaves of trees, chiefly the rose-tree^ 
into pieces of an exact siae, to form 
little cells, in which to deposit their 
eggs; These heesare very idjMHous 
to lar^e trees ; for they worE bolea 
in the solid tin) her in a surprising 
manner, sooietimes a foot deep^ 
Within the little leaves of leaves, 
the bee deposits a sufiicient quantity 
of honey, to supply the rafure 
young with dubsisteoce, until it is 
able to seek food for itself- There 
are other kinds which form sinular 
cavities in the earth, for cells for 
tjheir young. Some of these beea 
line their cells with fine down ; 
others, with the beautiful leaves oC 
the rose, whence they obtain the ap- 
pellation of tapehtry-bees. Another 
species are called mason-bees, fronot 
their building their nests in a very 
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extraordinary manner, in a warm 
sheltered corner of a house- wall, ge- 
nerally under the projection of the 
roof, which serves as a covering for 
the nest. When this active insect 
has Ibund a suitable place for her 
nest, she begins by looking out for 
sand proper for her building : this( 
sand she picks up grain by grain, 
cementing it into a little ball with 
saliva; then, taking this little ball in 
her mouth, she transports it to the 
place she has fixed upon for her nest, 
and there forms it into cells, about 
the size, and nearly the shape, of a 
thimble. When each cell is finish- 
ed, the-little mason deposits in it a 
store of farina, mixed with honev, 
for the sustenance of the future bee. 
When all the cells are finished, and 
the eggs laid in each, the bee pro- 
ceeds to close up all the empty 
spaces between the cells, and then 
covers the whole with coarser ^grains 






or sand^ until it becomes ai mass 90. 
solid, it is difficult to separate it 
from the wall, even with a knif^/' 
Here Mrs. Johnson ceased speak- 
ing. The children expressed thena'*- 
selves much obliged to thieir mam" 
ma, and were highly ei^teriained with 
what; they had /heard. Frederic 
said, he thought it would be far bet- 
ter to seek bees' nests than birds' 
ne^r'^as he saw many boys do ; for 
then their curiosity would be grati- ' 
fied, without causing pain to any 
creature, — and the delight of find- 
ing such a curious nest would be a 
sufficient recompense for the trou- 
ble of seeking it. His mother per- 
fectly agreed ivith him : and, during 
the^r evening walk, they coritinuedL 
to talk a great deal more about bees« 
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